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v ? . DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS. 

•WORE THAN 1500 CATTLE IN 22 STATES HAVE BEEN 
-• KILLED AND MUTILATED.THElR BLOOD DRAINED , 
AND SELECTED ORGANS REMOVED 


' WITH SURGICAL PRECISION. 
SUSPECTS RANGE FROM SATANIC CULTtSTS - * 
TO GOVERNMENT RESEARCHERS. 

! » 


AN EXCLUSIVE REPORT BY ED SANDERS . 


" ?Tu the fall of 1973, there were about 
./ 40 frightening cattle mutilation* in 

/ a dozen counties in north-central 
Kansas, most of them occurring 
I t -.to ny U. S. SI, which runs north 
through Kansu into Nebraska. Nebraska 
also had some mutilated moos. 

Kansas sheriff departments, the high- 
way patrol and the state bureau of in- 
vestigation teemed baffled, as did the 
victimized cattle ranchers. The ranchers 
ytrt used to the nocturnal depredations 
of predators, but they had never seen 
anything like the surgical precision and 
methodical discrimination with which 
these animals had been chopped up: 
some with their ears and tongue and, 
say, u eye removed; others with a 
•wish of uQ, their udders and a patch of 
neck flesh cut dean!/ away; and nearly 
aO of them with the anus and genitals 

amiK* g te jtffT * m ’ 

The removal of cow vulvas and bull 
dongs caused speculation that weirdos 
were Involved. Suspicion fell upon one 
or more of the following: (1) the irre- 
sponsible shenanigans of those peat . 
scapegoats, thg hippies; <2> sex deviates . 
practicing bulMoog/eow-vulva at rod- 
ties; or (3) the tites of some religious 
oulitsu of a devil -worshiping nature. 

Many authorities demurred. Dr. Har-. 
iy Anthony, director of the Kansas State 
University veterinarian laboratory, stated 
In late 1973 Chat four out of the nine 
mutilated animals that the bb had ex- 
amined apparently had died of a cattle 
disease called blackleg; the Kansas state 
brands commissioner declared Oat 99 
percent of the deaths of animals that had 


been mutilated had been caused by natu- 
ral factors. Such statements triggered a 
bit of outrage in law-enforcement circles 
in the 12 Kansas counties affected, with 
many officials maintaining their belief 
that humans were involved. 

There were several bits of evidence 
that pointed away from predators. There 
was the absence of blood and footprints, 
for example. One cow was even found In 
a large mud hole, but still there were no 
tracks. Then, there was a peculiar ab- 
sence of dangling guts and scattered 
hunks of flesh (predators do oot read 
Emily Post). Also, though many animals 
were found in seclude J areas, others were 
found near barns or a few feet from 
sleeping farmers’ windows— closer to civ- 
ilization than predators usually roam. 

I* And then there were the helicopters, 
j Helicopters without filed flight plan* were 
sighted quite often in the afflicted coun- 
ties, sometimes hovering above cattle 
pens. But authorities were aoc tbic to 
catch the choppers or to beau their 
landing and refueling areas. One of the 
early theories was that a helicopter-bome 
(tailing operation was going on, hut when 
fa was discovered that ail that was being 
rustled were eyeballs, genitals, milk sacs 
and sphincter*;. that theory collapsed 
Then there was a rumor, apparently with- 
out foundation, dust the helicopters were 
part of a seem military exercise out of 
Fort Riley. Kan**. 

The situation invited off-the-wall *pec- 
trittion. especially as mom and more 
it range facts became know n s u c h as, 
when removing the eyes from cattle, the 
mutilators would take act only the eye- 


ball but also (he cyeSdT membranes and 
sU, There was lobe more. Much more.' 
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' trw; veagor Tltf^WTW 
to April 1974, the mutilators were at 
It again to Nebraska, with the same 
familiar mod hr operand): Blood was 
drained fat some instances; there were no 
footprints; end various organs were re- 
moved. apparently surgically. High offi- 
cials spin leaned toward fate predatory 
eoyote/crow/racoon^h-a-scalpd .the- 
ory. The loD of mutes, es mutilation 
buffs began referring to the acta, mounted 
throughout the summer, and by Septem- 
ber, some 30 cases had bees repotted fa 
the Cornhufter State. . 

As fat Kansas, the rumor that the mu- 
tilations were the acts of helicopter- 
equipped devil worshipers, pc “fertilUy 
ritualists,” began to spread among the 
good farmers of Nebraska. Shotgun- 
toting vigilantes took to riding the back 
loads from dawn to dusk. Kindle*, 
sometimes stopped out-of-state vehicles J 
for a cow-blood check. Some marksper- : 
son le a pickup apparently tried to *fo| 
an aircraft that was checking a po*ci 
fine near Grand Island, Nebraska; ax < 
result, the state National Guard ordered 
iu choppers to By at a minimum of tCOO 
feet rather than at the normal low of 5C3 
feet Sheriff Herb Thompson of hard-h.: 
Knox County' reported that, bn sever;! 
occasions, helicopters wtTt seen ew nigku 
wheh/tnutilations occurred.. There were 
also, copters spotted just. over the fcorCe: 
fo low*; **ere oft July’ Wth, a Honey 
Creek farmer wss shot ct from a e©r- 
that bore no identification number. 

In (be tall of- 1974. as the mute 
tapered off fa Nebraska, the tybi 
mutilation ’show worked its way up fat: 
South Dakota and oxer into Minneie: 
Again, copters and boring goriatsa we: 
much 'in evidence .mid (he author a, 
chose to place the blame on predate: 
There was one notable exception. C 
Mahlon W. Vorhies. associate profess 
of veterinarian science at South Dakc* 
State University, said that ten snlvr 
had been examined at the school and i 
tome of them had pfobabijrbeen tfc 
lated by Homo sapiens. 

2s Minnesota, meanwhile, ibex * 
one case that points to a possible u 
tioato • part of the mystery. On Ffl 
night, October 4, 1974, a 400 -pouno * 
was mutilated at dr. Charles kle= 
farm, fa the extreme •oothweeem dp 
the state.. Both of. the bulls dst* * 
chewe d / cut off -and fas Hod tv * 
•damaged.” The local wet arid diaii 
cause of death was blackleg, a dhey 
the Clostridia family of bacteria., 
vet added, however, that there wa 
sign of struggle, as fa usual fa etw 
blackleg. nor arcs their much Wood 
fa the carcass. In fact, die eninul 
apparently been Tnuriteted after «1 
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caused by disease. The copicr-cruising- 
•atanist hypothesis »u to compelling, 
however, that no one was yet ready to en- 
tertain the theory that the bull had been 
iiijtfied with Clostridia bacteria or toe- 
in — perhaps for experimental purposes. 
For indeed, how difficult it would have 
been for e bunch of airborne turkeys to 
Jocate a cold, dead animal in the dark! 
And post-death mutict would have had to 
be ready for weird smells also, as the 
fumes from e rotting cow causes one to 
seriously consider puking as a high- 
priority activity. ^ • 

■ * . . . . ■ i 

' . - THE WO ANGLE ' 

The inciJent that ultimately brought 
the UFO-sIcuth nexus into the mute pic- 
ture occurred in mid-December 1974. 

* when a cow was found chopped up at the 
farm of Frank Schifelbiea, near Kim- 
ball Minnesota. At the same time, there 
were a number of UFO sightings in the 
state. After a rather cursory examination 
of the mutilation site, a Minnesota flying- 
saucer bull (and avowed Sasquatch con- 
tact et) named Terry MitchcU came to 
. the conclusion dmt hovering aliens had 
-beamed a high-energy ray at the cow. 
■There were also auspiciously broken 
blenches, undoubtedly caused, so Mitch- 
ell's theory went, by heedless sauccritc 
aeronautics; and then there were, strange 
' indentations in the ici on the farmer's 
pond — obviously gouged by UFO landing 
gear — and peculiar circles in -the snow, • 
which appeared in an aerial photo. 
■•'.■Mitchell went on to postulate; that. 
UFOlk like steak as much as most Amcr- 
kant — although, again, the parts of the 
animal taken were those seldom found in 
any but a weirdo's casserole- Neverthe- 
less, 'Mitchell's theory created a media 
Sap that culminated fax a telephone inter-, 
anew on Tom Snyder's NBC Twierrow' 
Show in late 1974. 

Mr was at this point that serious saucer* 
jmdents decided to get into the case. Dr. 
]. AUen Hynek, director of the pres- 
tigious Center for UFO Studies and pro- 
fessor of astronomy at Northwestern 
University, had a friend in Minneapolis 
who had done tome field-investigation 
work for the center in his lecture time. 
-This was Donald E. Flickinger, a 
special agent for the Treasury Depart- 
ment's Bureau ©! Alcohol, Tobacco ®qd 
. Firearms, and in January 1973, Dr. Hy- 
pek nked him to investigate the Minn*- 


the wind and by Schifdbten himself; the more details of the "cult of Satan," x'e 
saucer circles were actually snow-covered * seeds of a large and mysterious FtJr» 
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Silage piles. 

Word spread quickly among UFO re- 
searchers across the United States that the 
highly respected Dr. Ifynel had taken ait 
Interest in the mutilations. One of those 
who heard the newt was Jerome Clark, 
a UFO researchef of some reknown. who 
had been investigating the cattle mutila- 
tions since they first occurred in his home 
•rate of Minnesota in the spring of 1973. 
Clark wrote to agent Flickinger In Janu- 
ary 1973 and related the allegations of a 
convict named A. Kenneth Ban k st on . 

• 

Ktjrria mtan 

During his many months of investiga- 
tion, Clark had talked with Ross Doyen, 
a Kansas state senator who, -in late 1973, 
had found a 500-pound heifer dead on 
his farm, with a six-inch bole carved in 
its belly. When a report of the incident 
was carried in Kansas newspapers. Doyen 
told Clark, he was contacted by Bankston, 
who at the time was serving a sentence 
for bank robbery at the Leavenworth. 
(Kansas) Federal Penitentiary, Bankston 
wrote to Doyen that the mutilauoru'wert 
the work of 'a clandestine society of 


Investigation were brought .to shoo: a. 
over the next few months, the cattle r-w 
lilations spread like a psychotic spider. : 
Into 22 Western Mates. 

• • i t.*.- 

THt 9AMKSTON SCCMaMO ' 

At* FKckinger's urging, Clark w:;-fs 
again to Bankston, who had been to 
ferred to Marion Federal Penitentiary Ii 
Illinois. Bankston replied with severe! Ir- 
lets, tad the horrifying lOqition c:<-> 
llnued to flow. In a letter of January 31, 
1975, for Instance. Bankston averted 
bull k* organs had been embedded ir 
dx bodies of a young' runaway es.?j 
murdered somewhere in the Mid- ac. 
Bankston also continued to ask that he sc 
transferred to a Minnesota prison, *>r: 
Be would be safe from inmate reprisals. 

Flick ingsr contacted the United S-'-s 
District Attorneys office in Minne.;: 
fis, and the U.S. Attorney appraise. 
Federal fudge Myles Lord, a ttijer-* 
Minnesota liberal Jurist. Judge Lora 
tacicd the warden at Marion Ptiwr^r 
to explore the possibilities of a transfer. 

•* When be learned of Judge Lord* — 
lerrst^ howtsrr. Banl: aon wrote to C-~. 


Satan, which had decided to expand Jta and expressed sore (car at the prosper 
public viciousness. .. . ’ being jerpoved. to a‘Miruwipoli» JjH 

Doyen did not place much. credibility, ’said that ht feared a group of i s' 


i ht feared a group of hs* 

LTI k. Wk U, - 


. - F&ktager traveled to Kimball, fatter* 
’ vi e wed Frank Schifelbiea and rapidly 
demolished the UFO hypothesis. The 
: saucer-landing ffivets in the pond turned 
out to he watering Kola chopped in the 
fee; the tree breaches had been broken by 


in Bankston's story*, but this did not deter 1 oriented bikers who were heavily jnvx.-j 
Clark from calling the warden at Leaven- -. in the mutilations and seme of-whor.*.. : 
worth and. obtaining pentusuon tn'.eor- .believed. had contacts within law<rf;n 
respond with the inmate.' . . . . . menfcimlcLTlK group' wkslociledih^ 

- ..There followed an exchange -of fetters, ‘ - Minneapolis area, and if they Shu'-— ; 
fas which Bankston's first tmuivc-^datcd hip to the* snitching, they Might luft k* 
January 23, 1974— told Clark that ‘this' What he wanted,. Bankston said. 
cult fa of Satan," that Ks members scarfed small county Jail, out of the way. ■ 
the animals' blood with hypodermic nee- * - Bankston abo urged that the sjir* 
* dies and that the animats' "sex. organs arc ties bring to Minnesota for qi*sU?^r 
.,-txkcn for . ... fertility rites." Bankston /©rrner Leavenworth inmate-friend c: 

’ alleged in subsequent letters that the samba jumad Dari Dugan. Dugan; whq wasc. 
cult was abo involved in tome w-sy with serving time at LaTuna Correct.', •**•' 
the bombing of the Army msth' lab at etitution in Texas, had actually, so i- 
the University of Wisconsin In August atoo’s claim went, been a merebs: 
1970, a grim deed that left a university the Satanic society and had par. :r. 
researcher dead. .Most terrifying -of all, fat iu rituals — including the orta: 
Bankston claimed that the animal mutt* hum-sac. 

lafions are but a prelude to what we shall It appears that lie most contse 
here call hum-sac, or human sacrifice. . season for Judge Lord to hsuc a.-. : 
Bankston was quick to tell Clark that fe bring Bankston (and later D-;.r 
he wanted to hdp authorities round up Minnesou sms the former's el*;: 
the cubists, hut ha was afraid of re- at one lime taken very seriously i - 
prisab within the prison system. He asked an/orament .offiriab, that there . 
ghat Clark intervene to have him and fife of prominent A m eric ans -rr.SJ 
some other poalbte fasfotmanu ic- feem political liberals— who were :: 
awed to a jail in Minnesota where they hilled by the mutilators. Minaev- ; 
could talk more freely. - . ator Hubert Humphrey, f Hose frier. 

Clark could not help Bankston and . Lord’s, was an the alleged kft. a> *- 
hod allowed hit correspondence with him the names of newscasters, suer sr 
to lapse fey fee time he contacted Flick- Congress and even movie actus* 
fcger in early 1973- Whcn Ffickinger met Novak. Accordingly, an Febncr. 
with Clark shortly thereafter and heard 1975, Bank&n . {Continued on 


Cult was abo involved in some w-ay with 
rise bombing of the Army math* lab at 
the University of W is c o n s in to August 
1970, a grim deed that left a university 
researcher dead. .Most terrifying -of all, 
Bankston claimed that the animal muti- 
lations are but a prelude to what we shall 
here call hum-sac, or human sacrifice. 

Bankston was quick to tell Clark that 
he wanted to help authorities round np 
the cubists, hut ha was afraid of rt- 
prisab within the prison system. He asked 
feat Clark intervene to have him and 
some other possible fasfotmanu «e- 
axoved to a Jail in Minnesota where they 
could talk more freely. 

Clark could not help Bankston and 
hod allowed his correspondence with him 
to lapse fey fee time be contacted Flick- 
toper in early 1975. When FUckinger met 
with Clark shortly thereafter and heard 


. (Continued from pete $21 *u taken 
from Marion to the Dakota County letil. 
la Hiuiojt. Minnesota, by U. S. Mar- 
■ shah. On February IBih, ajent Flickinger 
conducted hi* first interrogation; with him. 
ct observers, «cie Jerome Clark and g 
former Army p«ralioep “commando 
named Brad Ayers, active with the Center 
Jur UFO Studies. * • 

• While .elaimini not to have been a 
member of the mutilation mob himself, 

ta-.i.. Z.aukn 1 *.*. 

ii^^cu vuun| uis uiwtkw . 

that he had been In correspondence with 
' dj v er*c member* -of the mob around the . 
country.* He card -tbit ha had ©rigmally * ■ 
beard about the croup from other inmates * 
'• and had recorded his conversations in a 
notebook crammed with prison-cell go»- 
aip. He then outlined a scenario that 
abed light on many ptxzling aspects of 
the mutilations. - ■ 

. Bankston asserted that the group used a 
. powerful animal tranquilizer called PCF 
-to calm the cattle. They next held 
. . wnyl nitrite to an animal's nose to cause 
\ -lUbeirt-So beat rapidly,. d>en withdrew . 
. Hood via a targe veterinarian syringe. 

wa (Wo man 

gUk I fc wet*, uv iwt|nmw uwwav **»»» 

. wanted on pieces of cardboard; in snow, 
they used blowtorches to melt the tracks' 

* around the animals. One reason for tnv 
. Jng evidence. Bankston claimed, was so 

• 'that Oie mutilations would appear ia be . 
the -work of eairatemenriaU- . 

< Bankston suted that at .Leavenworth 
\\ % Penitentiary around 1969. he had met the 
.* treasurer of a chapter of a .faroopf motor-;*- 
cvckt - gang and that .this * biker lifted - 

1 ' Mi.slIat'AWa Wkl-wf 

► « KDQUl UHICI CiVUV * «Mr 

* *' aho described bis experiences in the Air 

.Force, where be had driven a general 
' ’around to inspect various missile silos, in- 
►■Vifbjding-qqrpe, ip Alaska. He sold Bank-' 

* Ik LJkk ca^mSm w aasitefla df m# * 
p KW PI «B VC* VW IMM • **•*— or** ■* ^”7 

of the isolated sites; euumiog that the 
missile was armed with a nuclear war- 
head. the VOters would then have ghe 
ultimate jaoiora or tenor device. In 

* .■? SAUC ' wwatiak MMaaa'Auinh «4w 

, ,?■ HFIdf WW/ VWWfU» •»*««§» -V-# , 

• -Jam did hover above Mihuttmaa missile 
silos ia Montana, near which (hen were 

r*C aho numerous animat m ut il ation*; ac- 
cording to law-enforcement officials ia 

fllu aawa^ UaliiutMAk Asf pflffit ftltt 

acrambl e d jet fighters to intercept the fly* 
log objects— umuccmfuDy. ■ - 

• Ob March 16th, after kanviewiag 
' Bankston for a month, 'Federal officials 

.*■ ■ ■■/e* e_«uf f\an TViaan lA tSo 
wcawnwiawa a ■ >■ wrw^wfr w ww v - - 

County >a3 from the Texas prison, in 

• 'which ha was serving g term for crimes 

•dated to auto theft. Dugan, though kept 
" _ apart from Bankston, confirmed virtually 

MmMlV'na U BcwVf*Ms*a n ao M IVt 

H* yw ua c i wii w aaini **»• . 

Tit orjanirstioo the informants de- 


scribed wai all-Caucasian; it was ex- 
tremely anti-blsck and anti-Mexican. Its 
adherents, in fact, could be called Satan- 
necks. And what was the name of (his 
organization? In bit letters— and I b-*v* 
teen tome 15 of them— Bankston refers 
to the mutiuiors slmpiy as me Cctuh; to 


* Authorities la Good were Wormed 
of Dugan’s story cod as scon at the 
snows melted (it. was March), police spent 
many long hours looking for the bodies 
but no skeletons were found. ■ 
During interrogation, Bankston rtpciv 

•kJ LL. alt A .da*AK BLKabVA^wT^AM 
VH IU| aiKUWH tfW W HWUiiWil w*«i 
•a _ a n r t _ ... <a a*swO k . » 


Flickinger, however, both Bankston and Involved somehow In the 1»70 bomkinf 
Dugan nahied a Well-known national at the University of Wisconsin. This tns 
organization devoted to the worship he named a man whom hs had met it 
of Satan. . . Leavenworth Penitentiary a* having mjj- . 

re,... „i •#, *,«• twn imuiud^ tlM the uolouvck used by the bomber. 


ifaidr aod thd Pcvd worshiper; ptTered plutonium fa Oklahoma fa laic li - 
him OodfesVadpo; other iieonbas wei»*;;«ankstoq- *SfO .reused -an.' attorney > 
Into chopping up small animals and bung . * Oklahoma df RaV&ig C&ckfd jtf* 


their pahs in ceremonies. The man who 
Dugan said recruited him also happened 
to be a helicopter pilot and a impeded 
smuggler and dupe dealer. Authorities in . 
Texas later placed him under surveillance 
to see if be was piloting any wbirlybird 
sallies of Satan. • 

* Bankston and Dugan supplied a fat of 
.mutilation-mob members and many of [ 


C utonium fa her basement. XVhat »; 

rrrtfying was tba possibility that ft' 
plutonium theft was connected to the ecu 
of Karen Silk wood. Si ik wood died tear 
mysterious circumstances fa Kowt.” 

« AW i t a? .K.KKKl «••*. V 

47#% «iUV intwi^cuoi »- *■ • 

improprieties st a pluteoium-park?; 
plant, Kerr-McGee’s Cimarron Fc&£*- ‘ 
fa Crescent. Oklahoma. * 


*- r .» V« ; JtStf JSSL'SBE': 

a .Vackground m occuu ptmum «» Wy 4 .♦ pounds of it are needed to nul' 
. cngunaltty.. O ne w oman on the - atomic bomb powerful enough to v ? 

fastfwe. had been \H9lot K city. VVKnt .S. 

lObbutg gravo in Nonh Dakota. (An-. #wood died fa in Automobile accident. cr 
ether allegation would, if -proved, b-v* |^Vufa hgf a file of investigative ca= - 
BteSnt disc there was a Salaaia ItoSilatqr .Wm » p»vid Burnham of TU At 
with her own network TV aeries.) One y^k.TWir'jhi daYktet* hat-dr* 
factor faat seemed so. give Dugsfi ertxS- . when friends seafthed bar wrecked — ■ 
ability,- • according to . t wellHBdormed rtbfc'filc was misting. B yte tek .tirr 
source pnvy to tbe inVct ugatidn, wa s hh” eibed *fae pouiWity shit .SU.ww4 ?= 
obvious great fear of the Satanul lodey. * hu rfyntfitly efat'sctfa the jairijf 
.IJugantold agent Flickinger* that be mob as H ripped off plutonium'for £x s 
begin fo drift awray from ibe'Satmdsts . • domestic terror weapon. . '. 

when be was actually exposed to hunv- ' * 'When Federal offic'ah checked ec.: 
sac He said that the cub members hid ' attorney accused by Bankston of 
tjjktS about human mcrifioe as the next (be stoka plutonium, It was finer -* 
step, but be had’ thought tbhy wo«iM*t'. that she v»t 'alr<»dy .susPcoad b>. 
angsgiiig in aatanie jive anJ byperbok. fans authorities of having Conner. . 

. Butin 1965, Dugan claimed, be and eight with* a prominent member of the *1. 
ether member* weir campcd-eb s ide . Mafia." % . • - . 

—»> Cm*a 1,'ebmskx, preparing for a AH ht aQ. fee Banfcuon-Dugan c?^ 

' ceremony. ‘The gfoup bad' been, swing *- wa* the tfitinote tak of (error. : 

' FCP to tranquOiie animab and aow de- everything: kidnaped motile silos, r- 
cided to try the -drug out on four young does fa the name of Satan, p'.-u-. 
campers from Kansas City. MinOaUoo- terror, quarries with buried victim; . 
mob numbers with tranquilizer rifles then * even the oaineu* ponibiKty of S;- 
cbot the four youngsters, who died two stockbrokers and gort-happy mi^r.: 
tout* later, apparently from FCP over- . among the mute mob's 400 mems>' 
dose. Since Ac eampen *m theady * m Because some of whs? the infer 
dead, the group decided to try out ksV tor oayfag kgroed with kneu.- 
CHmaeim on tlw deceased, and withdrew Flkfcinscr was edwrod «f his i. 
blood and worked sau«ve cruelties. Alter- ATF duties and assigned full tir-_ . 
ward, Dugan dairned, Che bodies woo . .mudlaiions cam. uodcr the topefv • 
cut up and placed fa burlap bags. Dugin ■« United Sutes Asuracy Bober. JU". 
mid that he dkl not see what happened • M in ru ia p o Ut .' . 

but be suspected that the bodies wore What actualb west on d-rc, 
ksterredia a aeaity gravel pit . Fddert (Co*d*u*d i*« 


X • 
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THE MUTILATION MYSTeV* Texas had Us own prime setank ^pects: agroiJp coUcd fhcSofobi * 
Satan. In 1974, a Kilgore College student had written that this g~yp performed dawn rititals. ^u^- 


1 fCent'mttfJ from pogt 92) Investigation 
f k unclear. I have read one report, pre- 
| fired by FJiekinger ind dated April 10, 
1*75, in which nutty other reports end 
kwetfgsikvn are mentioned. For a few * 
Booth in 1975, the Federal Government 
•pfirently investigated titanic orgxniia- 
lions and activities at! over the country. 

The motives of the informants also 
remain a bit unclear. Bankston, for In- 
| stance, appears to have wanted to male 
i . a ik-il >o that he could be transferred -to 
a tut jail in his home state of Missis- 
upp: he also seems fiom hh letters to 
have • anted to mike some money from 
, |hrpuN*calion of hit stoiy. pan Dvyan.. 
ce«Ser" printip*! informant, shamed to’, 
esduege his testimony for a rcductioh of 
ho wien-ycar sentence. 

Fee reasons unknown. Federal of- 
grids decided in the late spring of 1975 
not la pursue the investigation further. 
Ok apparent problem with the inform- 
ants* ttJry was their allegations regarding 
die national leader of the mute mob. Ac- 
-coning to Bankston and Dugan, this 
, mao hid served a sentence ih Leaven- 
Worth orr a. bank-robbery conviction 
. '.(which was accurate) and had recently 
- moved to 'Austin,' Texas (also accurate); 
hto«vrr. when Texas reporter John 
IbLag obtained the alleged leader’s tr- 
im and jail history, it indicated that he 
ksJ been in jail during most of the lime 
* the informant* rta'irhed he Wai roam-" 

kg firm state to stale performing hema- 

«rfmwrii£$. , .. • . V, 

— .authorities belie ve.JlK.BanJutpn.-.l 
* tjuf in -affair wagt part of a master escape . 
fix predicated on the assumption that 
a imif) -county jail i* easier to flee tfun 
‘ l big Federal prison.' On May "Jl, Bank- 
aim did, in fact, escape from the jail -in 
£hbka, Minnesota (to which he had been 
taovyd from, Hastings),, along with an- 
" Bshcr prisoner;' when they^ere appre-’*' 
k n ded six hours later, Bankston insisted 

A* l fk* mrVao moi«AM» m muMtaM L-..I 
w «r% vwm< gn uvimit ■ siiui w«ici t mw 

breed him to go along with the caper. 
Dipn. meanwhile, had been remanded 
id Tews. and the day kf ter Bankston’s • 
eaffc, Dugan escaped, loo; he was cap- 
. and on June 19th, during a holdup 
attempt in 0 left wood Springs, Colorado. 
Bankoon later asserted that Dugan had 
escaped in fear for Jus life. .. 

Despite the doubt cast on the titanic- 
ritual ttegry, the mutilatiora continued lo - 
spmad and in increase in fr eq ue n cy ui * 
1975. They were Especially common fat 
Tcus, where Bankston wee to have his 
fear-filled innings as well. • 

• *. 

aoNt-cran mutes 

One stares at a map of Texas, with fts’* 
254 counties containing some 17,000,000 


head of cattle— In fact, there are more 
cattle than people in Texas— and ft k 
obvious (hat a group of moneyed muti- 
lators could chop away pretty much lo 
the tune of their own folly. More Bun, 
500,000 cattle reportedly die each year 
in Texas from natural causes, ao a few 
hundred moos mutilated by night stealth 
would not be significant 
The Texas mutes reached public at- 
tention in November 1974 and then ap- 
peared to stop. More eases occurred* in 
Cariy 1975, with parallels lo c**ts in 
oilier nates. On January 20th, for in- 
stance, Hopkins Couhiy sheriff Paul JL 
-.Jones announced that .a blood-slurping 
-group-' tailing hsett Bie -Devil's bivcipkT 
was believed responsible for the mutes. 
In Kaufman County, cast of Dallas, 
mysterious helicopters were reported and 
police officers started directing their ‘spot- 
lights into '.He night sky. And Texas au- 
thorities tended to ascribe the mutes lo 
those coyotes with table manners and 
Stomachs big enough to Itold eight gallons' 
of moo blood— even though, as in other 
slates,, there . were instances in Tcxas^, 
where predators had uncharacteristically" ’ 
avoided <sttle that had been mutilated. 
(Usually, when a cow bes dead for a 
lew days, the ripening fumes spread wide- * 
I;- and predators quickly arrive by land,- * 
air and burrow for the feast.) 

■ *• -Aho.-m Jamiary-.’Shc fort H'vrth Star,’ - 
Trlrgrum paid for toxicology tests, oo jr 

Ja. >ay| wmw !>-■»- -4 bbJ 

•JVI IVVIfU IB*! IfJWW W,SU ll« 4 , 

Vsx'shcmkd ."p'ffgnifideoi amount pf .riico- , 
tine"- in the.livef and the blood; nicotine . 
■ the Material most commonly used in 
.tranquilizer guns. In Mar($,. a coy* was . 
chopped up north of Big Spring; its udder 
had been removed — hut carefully, ao that 
the stomach lining had not been punc- 
tured— ond.jts heart, bad Keep itflpr^; 
through a small hplc in its chest 
There were UFOs reported also. In 
Cochran County, following numerous fly- 
ing-objeel reports in early March, two 
mules were found. is a. large wheat field,, 
each lying hi a* circle of bo rood, Bubbled • 
wheat about 30 feet in diameter. Sheriff 
C. G. Richards checked the circles and 
reported finding some radiation residue. 

. By late March 1975. Texas investiga- 
tors had gotten word of the Federal 
investigation of the mule mgh in Minne- 
sota. As several of the H^cdeu mob 
mem b ers including the .leader - were 
supposedly residing io Texas, the Bale 
department of public safety, as well as 
focal police departments, conducted sur- 
veillance operations in Austin and. an * 
Hurst, Texas, near Fort Worth. 

Texas, however, had its own prime 


Satanic suspects In (he inuiilaiiont cue? a' 
group catted the Sons of S^ran. In 1974, ’ 
a KHgore College student had written a 
paper in which he said dial Btit group 
performed dawn rituals la which cattle 
were chopped up. The student’s then* 
was destroyed by one or more of Ju 
teachers, who felt that (he material w*» 
disgusting But word of the paper readied 
T. O. Tinsley, an employee of the Texas* 
and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Associ- 
ation,' who was Investigating the mutt- ‘ 
latiuns; Tinsley (nested tic student and 

_ • a ^ . •.» _* 

ubtbicu aiwoa ic*#*, l«lKin| Willi «CV* 

oral of the student’s sources.’ 

’ ’** I.TtneW of -a tnotoreycte gang In C*E- 
fomia that also colled itwli the Sons c: 
Satan; in 1970, n pack of its members 
murdered an Orange County woman and, 
according «o a young man who later 
confessed, offered her heart to Satan by 
placing ft in the woman’s station wagon 
and icning the vehicle afire. The leader of 
Ihc California Sons of Satan claimed to 
belong to a larger satattie organization 
that regularly sacrificed human victims 
“in ccrcrhooic* In Non hem and Southern 
California. One Colorado investigator be- 
Gem that the* Sons of Satan are involved 
In ihc mutiU lions and thaf-thc fiurpoac of 
. the mutjla'tionx h cUnd^iinc.bactcriotof-' 
tod-warfare meaich-'l found no ihdies- 
.eion, however. xha| thn California and-. 
-Texas Sons pf Satan were connected. . 

, Between lanusrv ml Sm.nl v r t07f 

/John Makcig of. the FanWbnh SteV- * 
Tcttpmn, wyote a yeriei df. ittiefe'orf 
the mutilations.'. The articles cfxntuaBy . 
attracted the attention, of mute-mob in- 
•Jofmant Bankston,' whb began #- corre- 
spondence with Maktig. in which he 
repeated some of his eld charges and 
also cpme.up with some tgv onct tailor- 
made for Texas. There ft mfrneasurinf * 
the terror that Bankston caused in Texas 
ihat spring and summer of 1975. • 
la a smalt dry south of Houston, for 
example, Texas Department of Public 
Safety agents called together the mayor, 
the chief -of police and the city manager 
and announced that the town water sup- 
ply was going to be po is o n e d by occuit 
aermriBs. In Mayflower, a snaD town 
■car the Louisiana bonier, a tocri-Tt 
deputy called together the town’i JUQ cni- 
‘ tom bmJ Bsuwo i to toj * d 

were going to be mutilated The neurit an 
both places was total fear-fire. - - 
Meanwhile, teaming that the Federal 
investigation bad been tailed off, Mato; 
began to Beat Bankston W ith otnre dm- 
Bore When Bankston omnounved in a 
tetter that die mutiteSois were g-yng to 


T * 


. nie’MUTlLAnoA- gVSTCRY In Utah, a United Static department oj Agriculture . veh'fhu 

announced that an animal he had aittopsied had been Injected with bacteria -or d toxin. ■> 

. • * r / \ « v ■ . 


. Mtidetvout in Aujmt *1 the Rif Bend 
National Park in vooth Texas, Makcig 
contacted the park superintendent, who 

* watched, but no gathering took place. 
When Bankdon promised to deliver a list 

. of mute-mob names, Makcig waited 
patiently (or several weeks, but no list 
\ arrived. . • * 

- . Bankston then compounded his cred- 
&>3iiy problems by hlntlnf that a stock* 
brokerb daughtq he had already fingered 
\as a member of the mute -mob was about 

* Ip do .somethin! possibly baleful to 
' .Makcig. Makeif took the veiled threat 
_ seriously and five the Fort Worth police 


people divt clint dead refturr /or No* 
logical Or a iv ih nr nl at pur pout (empha- 
sis added)." The report also staled: “We 
are of the opinion that the human In- 
volvement in mutilations h a .fad getter* 
atcJ by publicity and is only temporary* 
A fad! You know; Hula Hoops, phone* 
booth packing, the twist, riots against the 
war. and how rcctcctcnny and teenagers 
with secret dried udder sacs hidden in 
their closets. The report’s prophecy did. 
In fact, come true; the mutilations virtu- 
ally ceased until the fatl of 1975, when 
mutilations occurred- in the northwest 
part of the state. . 


. My cow longue haj been postm 
ki Sacramento, California, anJ the s 
had used Christmas stamps with 
robed angeh on them. -Aha! I tho 
« duel For were not Squeaky Fr< 
and her pat Sandy Good running as 
Sacramento right at that time, icnau 
imminent gore— anJ were they not 
attired in rod robes and red*k-nni» i 
Had they sent the longue? ft wv a 
tion t waa never able to answer. 1 
I could arrange to have someone tj 
girts ff they had sent the tongtw. Sq 
had (unfed at Preside nt Ford wfch 
and was in }ail - 

, ' About a. month after I re-th* 


r B.-. ’ vvblohiinbuajdat# on Jhc.mMic.inob. “if I. . .There had been mutilations on opposite .'About a. month after | m-tv 

•*(?[’. k iJ led, “/MiV. tig toldT ote in Severn-" sides of. tulosado-ta ’November' -1974..^ longuq, bewcVer, I waqin PouLk 

i j • /.<« # . ,< ■ • • i .t • bit*# . _J m _ * ’ • 


in 


•- « - : 

j4)S *. * . a acathing truck in the Sts'-Triet'tn lksl snout fell in the f»U. thou they Cent* * burned fo<ri ih^ c^Johvdo StaWk: 

;*T {,*:* - . ^ ' demounting most of Banksion*s a!kga- . * VU1 " ! hah> *** had . jiiy UUximry in H*t ColUnt. wKt« 

V.*.ki*» Ifopv .an ytiL-tfjyjpf . (aiihoww burtk- r'** 1 ' %, * cr •*** *** pear/Tlwy na*. mken the anurij-i-t fcruk Sheets: 


her 1975, “I want the police to have 
plenty of leads.” . ■*' - .'* 

>.. : Around this time, Ci^tain Keith Wol* 
. verton, a very diligent invesiigator from 
the Cascade County, Montana, sheriffs 
department, traveled to Marion Peniten- 
tiary to give ' Bankston a polygraph 
-examination; Bankston failed on impor- 
tant questions. Makcig followed up by 
! Catling alleged rpembers of the mutilation 
ihdb 1 - including the- alleged leader and 
the woman— and found -no 'indication of 
lavolvemcsi. . . 

• 1 la early October 1975, Makeif wrote 
a acathing truck in the Sur-Trict'am 


They spread in the spring of 1975. and 
by the fall, animats were being carved up 
all over the state. F.tbert County, in par- 
ticular, experienced a summer and fall of 
terror of the tort that talk-show comedi- 
ans ascribe to the streets of New York 
City. People were afraid to venture far 
abroad in country where * helicopters 
hovered at night and anuskss cattle lay 
Stiff and mutilated in.the dawn. . 

. 'Despite the organized efforts ol law. 


redo, for a pociry .reading and a fc 
and I decided to drive down 10 '■ 
County, which had been bauly : 
the 1975 mute wave. My family 
dtove along Colorado^ Route S 
area of vast terrain and fences th. 
for miles, broken occasionally by a 
to trance. * * >* • % 

When we arrived Id Xioii the c 
aeat, I went Jo the sheriff's ofix-t 


learned that a uiuiUation had fw 
covered that very* 'morning. * As 1 


•ofoiccmem offwiati, the mutilations con* *, a.tt* m^iii am wvu* 1 

rinued unchecked in Colorado until the 2S m 

snows fell intbr fatl; the. thev'eame * ' 


• *f pett-j 
Bank sic 


: Inf .Incrcpsirigly weird; in .Montana and . ,m vtgYOww LtNCU* mwjma CXCBA • . mutilations. . . * *- * 

’New Mexico, for 'instance, 'wounds were' • J did not wiint to^beconK' involved 'la.-*" Ebert Ccwnty had had its first n 


.' found to have senaled edges. In Utah, a ihis ease. In New York, where t five, Tioas ha early .April 1975. and * 
'’ United States. Department of Agriculture (here had been several small items about visited*!# )uly, the number was i 


If he didn't shut up, he would be fired. 

> 'In Oklahoma where there had b ee n 


opened -during my investigation of the 


• .“J” 1 * *®l wn f^r forgottca about them. My mind jtai been fetv-^oo one could catch the r.u T 

’■ •• ’ bombarded for loo many yearv with fort ‘ «rs' would ra.ckne. and tfrmth 
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Minwn ran in i»iw uw ufi- 


iff* ofheen to cover 1564 square r 

feriMataKi * Inaul fiwA Ska B, 

blj |W||«| MIW - 


mute plague in early 1975. Governor 
. •'David Boren ordered a full investigation 
- : under the aegis of the Oklahoma Depart- 
.' meat of Public Safety, which, after in* 
■ ' pustif ating 26 possibly mutilated mtimals 
«nd csnsulUng various pathoiognts, theft 
. ,4nvcst}gltors and radiation experts, mu c< 
-•* *-• report datad March 3, 1975. 


data, and I really wanted a respite from 
the images of violence and snuff -bdTery, 
csprcully regarding the killing of cattle. 

. Then one morning— it was June IB, 
1975 — l received a p hone call from the 


would vanish. The sheriff told n«c 
Vietnam the copter pilots had lea 
hug the landscape even m nigged 
so as to muffle their own sound. 

There was an strata:*! attitude 
the. sheriff and hcs.mcn that, bcc**u 


ifavuttaitoft Bflif ntotioti e ip c i ti jkued a effioc of fny liunry ifcoi The ciMcf Slid ( lbc.ihcnl[ tnd h&.ncn that* bcCdU 1 
rSidallj Ma5cnil975. *•« • pocUge forwarded to mi from the*' hnplkatioa. was awful so* think 

, rv. ~r hm. ■Al iJiw ftf my Muhm haok was cviae* Somehow, in smbc *>y. he Ci>u 

-ration. The animals had died of “natural inf odoriferousneu. Upon my urging, the Is invedved in the mutUaiiunv. 
man “ And who vo chopping away at wrappings were removed; imidc waa a - ■? 

fee carcasses? “It was the opinion of the box in which resided a large cow's ' • raasco jr mutuvtoo- 

Sask -force members that the human' fe-** longue. I instantly recalled «y fife of It was atnwrt dark as ac , 
ijfr -,, - „ .*■» b: _r.riV -.-i t-.v m-ttvirtu-K rmniuinn rii|w and the fart that tongues •heriff's. c^icc and drove weu 
'•Oanpring to pet in on a fad or foung were often mnsing trum the animats. ^ 'hue** aloug i-, ! 





tnc INVESTIGATOR BREAKS INTERSTATE* 

. TLUOt CASE.* I looked for «n entrance 
m the gnu kg rente, envisioning • cross* 
'country chstc titer evil Satan scientists. 1 
•upped the car and -got out to listen for 
fiie whirring of copter blades; tin, the 
- Sfht M .disappeared,' pnd there .was 
. fejihmg so Jo but drive onward. I «» 
feeling g mixture of disappointment and 
elation— I mean, who really wants to 
ton « tumble with airborne surgkai 
profess Mala? And the ugly headlines: 
*IUTMK . INvrSTlCATOR MAttXO TO 
“rucMoe.** t-'*: * * . ,s’;- ■ 

'.At wc.eantimM, however.-'wewere, 

passed* by 1 s 1V11. ssf. ^Aiich 

•is pulling • large shiny white trailer 
.and must hare been traveling at S3 miles 
per hour. 1 tried to catch up, hoping to 
copy down die license number, but 
CBuidnt keep up. The trailer, 1 decided, 

. was definitely large enough so carry a 
i whafl helicopter, and 1 had just suggested 
* Ct aoraruoe at' die sheriff's office that 
,au)bc the mutf mob was using trucks to 
. feffbporr Copun >to jhc vjrinity of 


I WHISI* 


Mend* bier,' I was speaking with the 
did laressljpktor at the district attorney's 
‘db In Trinidad. Cotoredo.' Lhuu 
,^ndx ibtt the theory that the ruuti li- 
near were port of a hanerio>opuI*wv* 
”T WahrtWr project." rWed 'O.'rodo 
dot the Staging vm. or ground-support 

* Quean, that the- mutilation -rnob would 

• b*wan hare -to order lo operau»,’wkh 

adrr> mid impunity, a - if i. ... 

. "Well, re fens w .x— ~_ 

.F»red." he repljed. “We knm* there art 
.tasbteaanoe people on the- ground with 
Wads’* He mentioned a reachrt fai Kim, 
Criorado, who had shot at and hit ooc. 
'1 then asked, .*©o you hajre anything- 

• big white vans pulling white trailers?" 

* Aid he replied: Teak,' -Texas plates; 

■ yeah sure do." ^ . i ■ jatT- . 

*• Cirado went on to’&crtbo-an out 
.Crlondo ranch that - be- knew to be 
wxier heavy security— with guards, guard 
chained access routes, *nd so forth 
Ike ranch was owned by aoene eon of 
dBase. "And," he continued, “this war 
cat pfaee where they bad taken photos 

ml AJ. ."^-O- - 

^ ■■ yweeu M — * l/JW VI |Wlf 

tdting abeui*"< Offiddi bad flown over 
flu armed ranch to take photos of the 
rehides and the doctor hod called op 
-fle heal Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion office to canstaln; when official* 
(ben rekad to be a ll owe d onto the pep 
refy.ffie doctor refined.* - 

"We fad that Vi mmg thorn dam 
9r>re* TJi/od' said, “that totup b 




perfect: They've got * van; they've got 

* eH the ground support in that van putting 
that trailer; ami the chopper h in the 
trailer." The chopper, the investigator 

* continued, could be put in the air in a 
matter of minutes. * 

-. . V> 

»*CTCwotdbtCALwiiw*at*‘ * ’ 
At far as I have been able to determine, 

* it eras investigators b Colorado who first 

* suggested that bacteriological-warfare re- 

* search am Miind die rimiltatioM— that’ * 
animals were being injected with bacteria 
or toxins and that glands and ether (fans 

-^tperc b$tng- removed to test .the effects of 
. ''<he agents^ Tt(a ifootifcrtqn. the. theory. 

r 'went, were deliberately trying to put'the • 
blame on UFOs or tatanists or predators 
as a cover for what was realty going on. 

/ The theory has sbme appeal, as it makes ‘ 


the whole phenomenon more cogent, 
and It makci many things about it very 
understandable. 

Bacteriological and chemical-warfare 
research, except for purely defensive pur* 
poses, has been banned in the United 
State* since 1970/ The bin grew out of 
an incident in Jjlah in Match 1968, wherl 
thousands of sheep were accidentally 
hilled by deadly VX nerve gat that ap- 
parently filled army from the Dugway 
Proving Grounds,' ' a bacteriological* 
warfare research center located southwest, 
of Sah Lake City. The Army paid Vocal 
yanchcn something tike. $J7£,0O0 its 
'datnagn’fof AtOOanuffedshCep. ♦**’ •* 

After (hat ikltc ovine indiscretion,* 
there was tremendous pressure, particular- • 
ly in Utah, to baa such research and 


development. TfgdJcnt Richard Nison 
himself ordered a. hah to the biological 
and chemical programs and the dcvine* 
lion of existing stock piles. The order was 
framed fit November 1969 and sent to 
Federal agencies in February 1070. ■ 

■ Not all Government agencies complied 
with the Presidential order, however. 
Senator Frank Church's Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence found earlier 
this year that the CIA. for Instance, had 
Stored.! quantity of enhra venom and 
enough saxiioxtn Shellfish luxmj to 131. 
hundreds of Thousands of humans. Sena/ 
lor Church's committee also found that ■ 


genus. One of the theories in the muni* 
state mutilations ease U that a rogue band 
of . researchers Is working with bacteria 
of the Clostridia genus. * * - * 

There are some 91 species of Clostrid- 
ia, among which are several diseases that 
afflict cattle;- these include blackleg (CTur* 
triditun ctomrO and malignant ademi 
{jOcttrldium ifptienm). CVwtridia attack 
humans, also. TfUn\s i^cacyed^by a 
Clostridia (ChurUTtutn ttuml) and bee* 
of the woATs most potent toxins ta. pro- 
duced, by Chpridhtni boi;Jinnm (which 
causes bofeitsmX- according to Seymour 
IICt|h*« Ouniicwl mfd Baofctgtrul »'w* 
Jvt — A » xrieti 'Hidden A wW. a mi 
‘cighfawtare of 'V»idun«* town would 
theoretically kill everybody to the world. 

* In virtually every state where muuTar 

"to some cases. Two welWnfetmed Cci> 

- rado tomtigaton told me thai thcy fei 
' that Ihe daule‘ 6 f driikAbtlq.crhfri' 
.19 by vaguely WordM'taboaioiy reports 
prepared by toe state government tovtt::- 
gaton;it has rvcn.been ta*. 

rtporu * 00 'the mutes have Been' sup- 
pressed. The wcH-mfoTTOcd 'fov*jtip:o: 
Giredcw fbr.tostanee, told^te of a hmta 
buffalo that wv mutilated at a aoo Sl 
Colorado. Springs 00 October, 2l,.IV*i. 
"An aufopsy ’was 'perfoimoL " 1 Girei? 
said, "and tracts of a chemical foreign to 
| toe animal vrete found to iw Wood atream 
| Boy, after that they damped slows on a 
I They didn't, let- another word sul* C 
Paso Ctourty.-T Colorado, andenher.* 

. Caiy ptttof, who ctordtoatad much q: 
toe tarty to uUh i ioa s Investigation to -Lj 
S tale, befieves that a damp was tnbse- 
•quentfy put on testa at toe laboratory, 
run by toe Colorado Bureau of 
|ttioo to Denver and at Colorado Sure 
University to Fort Cetlira. 

But why yo ul d an agency of toe 
Csuurj J o aUW govtfaamt p^uelp-U- * 
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t tbe Colorado Bureau o( jmc»3*S jtt 
i ofltcufly began It* investigation of the 
j mutilations in the summer of Iff" at 
j At urjint of Governor Rich*). D. 

[ Lamm; however, ft> report — which was 
: ideated In November— showed that 

) some Investigation had been done as 

I ..J., u a . :i tait tv- u . 

J (HI) •> njfau ,»•«• n* HI'V* * VH 

f Used on some 2<?J Incidents of apparent 

j mutilation: the conclusion was that 93 
[ percent of thi mutilations had been 
I caused by predators- , 

f Ibis prompted a fcross-state chorus of 
uteri and jeeri ftoci local law-enforoe- 
oent officials, who must have begun to 
(rd'lhjl the C-B.l.was tfeating thcmlike 
a bunch of dumdums. Moreover, of the 
v > JT“U numbet oT, animals that' the C&l.* 

r . lZ‘. J Z* L>» - - -a -a t-, 

milieu w »■•• • «. | <d up egr 

1 bmsa band, on had first died, the report 
: sned, from "‘oanind causes." Tbe Impli- 

cation, of course, was that ranchers had 
themed the animals up In order to collect i 
iewranee money for malicious-mischief j 
ranchers noted, .{ww- > 

' ewer, that use report was rapae as to this ’ 

■esaing of “natural causes." -• 

ButH tm future* that ujilmately shot * 

». Awto tbe •C.B.l.'S.f tpjitor story, -as re- ' 
foner Dorothy Aldridge, of tbe Colo- ' 

«3 a' Sprints CalMttt TtUgrapI^ has 
.* mutely observed. A blizzard In. Novcow.. 

far 1975 kh thousands 'of cattle dead 1 — — — -- — 1 — ■ 

- aa the range and the coyotes of th: West ies: Sat of teepu.ngly impossible, surgery 
. .mat M. instant cattk-gorgc maneuvers. . whereby -the animal,* hearts had been 

.. XldridgechecKCd witHihe ren* k fbttW'dif6ugli thoTocid' tffcsTofts loo' 

* detfeg pitnt at Tdbune. Kansas, which emill for the bovine heart. There had 
poussed 30.000 of the ravaged carcav been, two' such heart attraction*-- on* 
- *set l , ihs‘leARiCd v that the-preditooTiad 1 - mutes Yotmd'near'Walicnburg. Colorado. 

MU* —ft mVV*H* — . M *llu, Cl l. . . ^ —/ r — . ■ liill .4 I^V -ulMwji V. * 

W , 11 mw *> c ww«#s )wvroi nr* wvrvt ■' • w n siumii vvuvi ,vr»v hi* ouswpay wt‘ 

- favorite treats of. the mbtilators. So miicb* that one heifer," Girodo said, "I told her, 

l. theC-M- rtport* %\ /i.. ’ ; . .j.’LcU try and get t^t J* aft. outot there.’* 

b the fall of 1975, investigator Girodo (.-showed her the way k appeared to 
erahged for Dr. 'Swan Coher. director have been done on two other animals. 
«f the Trinidad, Colorado, Animal Ctinici And the said, "There’s no way you can * 
'*■ h conduct afield autopsy on a mutlliied'-.da* it/. She -triW kyanj she couldn't -do k." 
brifet whose carcass bad been discovered* -Was H possible, (began to wpnder. that- 
fat than 12 hours* after death. be mutilators were using razor -sharp ex- 

, Tt’ai k healthy hei(er?T * I bier - meting devices similar, my, to core 

* I total Girodd. « • - samplers (hod fat geologic drilling— in 1 

• • '"OcLnitcly," be tcpCed. ."As s. matter .order to aettf oyt glands. or hearts or 

* if fact, the rancher had her fattened up whatever ’else, they needed for 'their' 

tad reaJy to butcher." 1 - sncarch? That way, assuming that k’a 

; Dr. Colter removed various parts of seme form of toxic research, they would 
he a nim a l , including the heart, lungs, have been able to stand at some distance 

kidneys and liver*, and sent samples to a from the animal so as also to avoid self. 

bhor a tory for analysis. Y called tip Dr. tap from germs and poisons 
. -CMtar-to aak her If • Cloatridia. had * .... . 

baa found, and she told me that, fa * CHorrtas sho Htaatt o * 
fad, a culture of ChttfUium jordr/u had Colorado it a Ley state fa the nuclear- 

* * -* *- - A — A — -* 1 VK. A- f - — — ^ *L. 19 . 1^9 Ds.ai* 

‘ WB IWWSW UWU WK D EIB jWlIWh 1 IK fppdfdlU «* UK UHilCU JW CTi . 

: ban organs af foe freshly dead animal The state contains several military bases 
bd already turned to aia h . a character-, and missile fedalbiwns, at writ as the 

* bic of rin c ridul infection. * * Air Force A cad em y, in Colorado Springs. 

Girodo had aho asked Dr. Coker to Uy Ooe would think, then, that the military- 

* to dear up one of the mmHaliont mystcr- Intelligence agencies wvykl have gotten 



id ininwl* Tnc 


OQ the. slick -and. tried to adlve : asnulrl-. . 
state case jp . which hciicriptcr-borne* 
yaMtidti etelrihfaorrtriUc tettbr:-* 
'Indeed, there bore alarming reports ** 
dot mysterious helicopters .were aeon 
•Covering above, tiMcbur-mitufe'.fastaUa-.*. 

WvT'i- St*iHTl| / HHVSHtTT* rvttotf’iipvn*? • 

Bill Jackson told tne .of Spending long' 

, tights chasing • helicopters in. northern' 
Cofotido;’ where fane are inanV Min- '. 
tileman mnsile ailor ogcrmlby Vie.' * 
Air Force. The area has also expe rie nced 

• hot -and heavy warn of murlbikmttjk'g . . 
don't know if there's any connection wish, 
the mutilations," he bid me m February 
1976, “but there have been incidents hctc 

• in the put month of n individual or far- . J 

• dividual* trying fo .break fata two oC’ifae 
'iestuTlariom. /fad missiles at both sites, ac- 
cording to information that I’ve got, have 
nuclear warheads." . 

Jackson detailed one incident fa 
northern Colorado late in the summer of 
1975 similar Ip that which happened at 
. Mahmuom Air Force Base fa Montana 
tfut foOowfag November. One aigKk, at * 
•bout ten etiuek, Xacksun and faw- 

2 fkfKS>uukJ toawjuuul ful.JI — — _ . 


ban organs of foe freshly dead animal 
bad already turned to aua h . a charactcr- 
bic of rfactridul mfectiqo. * 

Girodo had aho asked Dr. Coker to try 
to dear up ooe uf die mutHationt myster- 


ptiviwninv piawaHiu, Hawin| |ORV* 

one from the Air Forcsv began chasing 
what appeared to be three different flying 
'objects. “We. chased these things -until 
about four-thirty fa the snorting before 
they disappeared over a mwtile site In 

* • Til 




TIIE MOTILATION^ MY* ^RY Can it be that fti Unify Stait^ 

down and that i yetrdo^ nrc free Jo perform drooling flamenco *<jncei qtop out mhiUesUo hatches?* 


tourhaettcrn Nebraska. They Just flat 
dkappeared off the radar." 

,"D*d they land?* I ailed. 

*Wdl- Jackson replied, "we had a 
plane to (he air that was on ihe she and 
mw. (he lijbu below; it was a clear night, 
and when the lights went out, everybody 


Sterling In a remote area called Chimney 
Canyon. There's ahwrlutcly rvxhing up 
there. The anintak were mutilated on a 
big ranch, and just out of curiosity, (he 
sheriff took a Geiger counter along and 
got a reading on both animals around the 
head and anus — but not on the red of 


***tjwuj ik«u vfru jpub put kh on U)C Itq Of * a. * r — 

tiwugH that they’d IjindeJ. Hut when the (heir jbodiei.".There hive been repom of * 

pt-ute canse down to 100 to 150 feet, fisc radioactivity at a "mutilation she in ta .P 


pl-ute came down to 100 to 150 feet, flic 
pilot couldn’t sec anything." • 

5 •• "What was there?" 1 asked. 

"The only thing that was there was a 
.* ’’missile silo," Jackson said. • ■ 

• . "Aha! I thought— the ultimate cover! 
Clsd a revamped mm Ue site as a landing- 


tatloM consists, of scientists "who were 
fired In 1970 when the Nison k»n on 
bacteriolpgiesl-warfart research went Into 
effect; .somehow, Ihe story goes, (kv: 
apostles of germ J|lv* subsequently ob- 
tained clandestine funding from the Gov- 
. crrunenL Theje has also been incci/Lison 

ftL.s — f . . _ ^ O _ 


Wyoming also. *. 

The thought that radioactive-mutant 

ft. .. . _a . a a. a „ 


fund the research, perhaps In anticipMio.ii 
of the day when the Government ban 


Tne thought that radioactive-mutant TV TT,*? 
bacteria, or perhaps a bacteria radipac- . ' • 

tive-outeriat mickey, are being slipped to .. ** ** I™* powibilitier b that 

hnimjls causes- the mind logo H-pi-yir ‘Tv. °^ e * * 4 '£P tH e^l> targeted against 
<. ■ OnenUls, the research nuv aa-’k 


Usd a revaniped nuisde sue as a landing- <» . OnenUls, the research may now be: 

r • *i.-.* u PP f 7 1 . 0n f I° r .f! U) |* coptersJ Thert h*<J . me DcrtcTtvt • „ aimed again*, a. different human jtarget.. * 

■ •* * ? *^lyrc mc^cnKOT ‘ Augiiu .21, V. d,# Frt*hw. r a prWbre f >vrttiiaW^*P , »>*«'*^ •"w** mteiLufoftSpVeui-'.* 
* 1975, when an unidentified hcfcooler had' 1 . c«.r „.v_ ..... tatan dul iKt'iuirntM ftJft.s.,il. ^ .• 


1975, when an unidentified helicopter had 
. hovered above a Straiiegic Air Command 
missile site south of Bushncll, Nebraska, 
, *hen had disappeared into Colorado. 

The only problem with mtsdlc installs- 

.ft* ..a a, .... 


In Colorado Springs who began (nuk- 
ing into the mutilations in May 1975, 
takes the bacteriological-research ihoory 
wry seriously. For a number 'of years, 
Eriannc was an employee of one of the 


gators that the' mucous membranes ef :* 
eow’s eye possess progenies similar to the 
mucous membranes of a particular race, 
and that the cow, therefore, b a perfect 
subject on which to tea the effects of p 




lialo laclf, w4i&h is about 12 feet in Secrc,lr y.*u^ Defense. "Eriannc- has "as^ dt uuig 1 > the Sufias. 4ht bbfhay.-frovisj T 
diameter with about a foot and a half * ‘^ ITcd n>c lh3 t he has no current cbnnec- ®f9W d “d port on an aott-Orienu' 1 
showing above (he grounJ. .It would be **°n *' th lh « Agoney; in. fact, he seems. * erro or toxin; thealtuff had been sent to 
idllbcuH to hide three helicopters In tucfl *° have joined the euer-growieg eoster. j'Pug^ty — presumably from Fort DctrfSft • 
a small space, unlcu then was .souse son of pairiotie-bgi-criticnl former employees . .f *he Edgcwbod v Aiwnul <the Maryland s 


y; wmtun so muc truer helicopters jn sued M,c pnncu sne cver-growiog tovter- — f"=t*«naDtjr irom ran Prtnse • 

• small space, imlcu there was.some ton of patriotie-bgi-critienl former etupkiyses . * *he Edge Wood Ai-scts*! -tiSe Maryland i 
’* *■■ « cmraouftaged bunker nearby. I would bf Government inicllliyenct agencies, \ • fcertet of such irsearcM— wherr scienrimi * 

">’ *** <>lm'f^<*thar»he**ISraronrc ■ertrn'ijr'ts Someof Erfannc'a Gosarhinent experi- lifhadjestpd.fa.'gnaoiosslv.,. > 

- ' • . fairly intense near a nuke site, but— cart ence lead him to imrcct that the recent * Ap official at Du;gp-ay bad coafltma! 


. fairly intense near a nuke site, but— cart antes lead him to suspect that the recent * .Ap official at Du;gpay bad eoafirmad a/ 
‘■I! 1 he, ffiat ..the United Stajcs* nutfcnr- ; mutilations are really the work of rngue tb.Htndrix that an elite group at the ; 
;.jTO)rj</ tyuem js breaking iJ.owppnd .yewarchert. 4? 19^1, €roai^ claims,- lyc ' ' fWlilW h It " 

* irafddl.Art fret to .nrrform tlr/vtlinr IhimMl iK*if wmt tm— nwk' kLww fewif he m wiari Mm KsfcM. 


• V mrswa. mw awgarw W 1 . * # * ' — v t wvsnMh\,Wldft. I 

v * -f He M>v Trhcrrwasa meeting -Uborafory conditions, bu on two ecci- ; 

J ‘ * / ■* ;*•* * ' " *•“ * *;*. ••<•** « «f ihe -Betheda" Naval Hospital b’l961i «h»s,:the aAa»iists. : yrdbt to ^eUsOrid . 


r'luMoscTivtirtn ctiMt • 

*• da recent monthi. there* has been 


• nnpuii a fwn 10 4 cus «tnc 

- - One of the people there *as (Secretary at possiNy |o Minnesou."tyhue they ille> 
a.. Defense Ruben] McNamara. At the gaily injected .range animals. * , ‘ 

M (Isms 1 W— Iftd fft.ft .Vft r- ft *. ftftV Wat I km b«i(Lf\sU.s.1 wlw. ft ? _ _ * 


column In which he negused the Soviets 
’ * * ®f continuing germ-warfare research, 
>. while staling that tbe.U.S. js keeping iu 
frbmitt to destroy "biological weapons. 
"Both nations,"' Anderson said, "have de- 
ft veloped'new virus and Rickettsia strains 
•gainst which the world has no immunity. 

* -This has been achieved by wing chcmi- 
■cah, radiarion, vkravkiiet light and ether 

j "♦^^^adESd^*^ 1 ^* ?* 

Traces of radiation srert. Ip fart, fourel 
, ait maral mutilation sites, one of them, 

* already mentioned, in Cochran County, 
* Ttsas. And Bill Jackson says that redia- 
- Bon was found at*a mutilation site near 

ftcriing. Coioradb: "Two of the mutila- 
iioos we had in 1975 were north of 


• type of bacteria. 1 * • 

• "What'kind of bacteria?" I asked. 


~ — _ — a — .ft- r ^rw» n * i avwtwtn| 

to iciemua, the potential fur aofdustkated 

developioem against iipedBc targets. . ■ 


• niwvi vAiciini i naaev. # v — « 

. "WeU,.M» gegard to Oriental svaefate,". " One. question comet iiqnwJL^iy ; ; „ 
Emnr* replied.-* , tobd: Why,* iml cadi of owing ie*rcr.> 

1 iud- long heard it rumored that there* fr mutilators just rent a ranch : 
Iked been a Government germ-warfare aomewbere -and buy a herd of can!.* 
iprogram that had been targeted against • nJ •*"* chopping? One theory, as cue- 


iprogram that had been taryatal apinsl ciiopptaf? One theory, to iur- 

(Orientals. It was a bit disgt wring to com 9 ^cd b y. a Colorado aewspaper aditcr 
(template, 1 must say. Ibut let w not forget *unad Dane Edwards, k ffiat die k- 


i template. 1 must say, Ibut let w not forget — P *a» Edwards, is dot die k- 
jlhu thg United Su«t Am net hes it a ted. . aaed.to ejqKriment at dnlcren: « 

lie 'we defoliants, wipalm and the A* Canutes -and a e kl o nf of the 

I booh against. these same people- h it un- apparendy to ace if thb panituhr - 

reasonable to think the United States • *^1 »ork.in the various pans of 

-capable of developing a genu, or twin, world where the target nee'dwefts. I r 
ik’ nerve apent, that picked on die an- asked inwestiptor Gii-odo bhy he thau^t 
nyme* of a pantewtar nceT ‘.die muUes might wanuocawc terror atd 1 

According to the Ibjcteriolo^kwar. he replied: p:\Vdl, there- are many pcid- 
Ihre theory, die grouj) behind the amti. ■ IbOiUet; one b that the researchers are' 


* 
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Americans, why not just fund them 
;** ebeeb and fell them that (he CIA wanu 
■ f • couple m fheir cattle— -national ieeu* 
.* city, you know-end to please leave the 
;* gate unlocked end to keep quiet about H? 
; : . Down in Kara Vista, New Mexico, for 

Klthy Caounack Operate* • 
: * ranch with her husband In M area that 
* has been hard-hit with mutes and copters 
and even UFOs. Mrs. Camtnaek has 
S-. Investigated the mutes for a local news* 
if* 1 1 paper. Jo spite of the weirdness and ter* 
t-.r *w, sbe wrote,' "If thil ls 'Government 
‘ * * military maneuvers,' then it is time people 

* ‘ * htformed. To say that there are exper- 
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V ; ;*.^iwiiis t * k teseaich,-1h. prices* that ote.* 
i !*• classified’ would set ‘many minds at ease. 
3* f » And, at the same time, Americans could 
>be pleased, proud and appreciative of 
.(be endeavor. We. the people, arc called 


r. . 




on to provide tax money and to provide 
I . ■ young jtvctj to light in wars. Surely we 
% I -•«- can be trurfedsdV keptia^orrad abstvl- 

H Z . r ■ JuMt itlil »lf^t IK * ‘ 

^ i . ^ Apparently tuat First Of ail, die activ- 

r*.ldes of a rocue grotipof cbopopaths who* 
■**»- defy i Fitsldentiil 'order .could well be- 
.come a hot election-year campaign issue 
•J- .fa a 'country where millions distrust the 
« I - O o w row ta t after >tin of Watergate, 

, I*. <JtA reveUtkrw, corruption. tt multu alia. 

*» i . • * Secondly,' there 4s a pood chance that 
lc^ borne of pbewB.lesiaitlKers. whatever lheir I 
^.'-eredeotuVare insane. They may have 
•r.aoose of me highest security cKSfaocn 
- . obtainable tad impeccable' reputations in * 

: % bCS idKy-re/ttin *pfct la- 

*' • Soowinws I think these bovine surgAru; 

• ’an trying for an. You look at photos of J 
•9r.* these smooth W -perfect- cbop-up- -pair' I 
terns— neat eirclet, occasionally sporting 
a saw-toothed edge, etc.— and you won- 
der if they aren't stiivinx tojuoduec some 
«on of iaftit aTj’Hndustnal^surfeitlitt soft* 
•nlixiirt ■m vHwrf Cotwldet. for In- 


;i? .r* 

*■ j H:.\ 

S;i i:** 

I*!-" 

5 • % y, '-fteriing, Colorado, In tarty March 1976. 
| L '■>' •’ fa was snail enough for the inuties to 
€:» t* oarjy away.ti* body.- Ody the head wps 

.••I uii L.v.'Vt -ivu »• ur ik, iiuS mm •! 


^ ^ stance, the two-w eek-eld calf killed near 

■ * m 


: x r 
• ■ 

'} 

I 

I 

*• 

-f* 


left behind, they cut off the back port of 
Re toogue and then reinserted the tip 
y. too the calf* mouth. where it was later 
found by the lucky person who hod to 
poke within., . 

?• gnom, rauT am 6 wnetca . 

’ It was Re summer and fcfl of !97f 
Rat fully revealed Re enormous mope 
end security prcccutioea of the mutilators, 
between September and December, Re 
• ante wove broke in IS states and Rem 
was terror in dozens of counties through- 
out tee wot iiur awe of t>- 
UFO reports. There 
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THE MUTILATION MYSTERY tn Idaho, a man m-aj driving his feep at about $:$0' a.m. When, he 

daiins, 15 masked pcopi \ttood across the highway with locke y/ns and tried to stop his caf.&y s 

* ■ , * * * - 4 * • A 




of* 


t 


T> M. • 
' 

ij 


i; 

! 

* r 

i; 


i .t 




%<. ■ 


were few footprint*. No one caught. 
There «a a particularly interesting 

■ «a»i in Apache County, Arizona, where 
'mutilated animal* were found to have 
mysterious softball-sized burn*. I called 
sheriff Ait Lee and asked him about this 
report -There were »lv«-c «• thasi that 
had the burn, on the inside of the rigni 

, fcindquaiter, about halfway up the ham,” 
/- he said. “The livestock investigator out of 
\ Phoenix wrote a letter to the local news* 

* paper hen," bee told me, "and said that 

. wtoc ill iu ptniiiOf niVi|cu CoiC oaiis. 

I answered him and I wasn't very nice 

*-* * « _ _ _ li. . 

IVVui H. im mU * ..... , ' 

arc not predator-ravaged carcasses." 

; .in Montana, the mutilation* began 

-■ . Mil 1 1 in.. SBV* am A ku rw*fnk*r 

• oivww ovh* #r ^ ■ w/ a* »w >-w g 

the number of carcasses found was clow 
. 10 . 100. They were definitely human 

* Mused.' accepting to- Capjain WoWerton, 

* of Cascade County. Wolverton has stud- 
io the mufiUtioei nationwide (a* men- 

■*. Uoncd earlier, he went to Marlon Federal 
Fcnrtcotiiry So pvt' a polygraph kiani-' 

- fetation to A. Kenneth Bpnkston), and he ‘ 
told me about a mutilation case that 

* .Occurred ■ early 1975, in which the 
.* animal had been mutilated with an fat- 

■ ttruraent that cause* a uw -toothed cut 

•>*»« bypmklW .*»*-,«; 

top also had a case involving burn*. **Wk 
have one lab report that came in' on a 


proper UFO appearance, there was a 
bunch of “mysterious yellow circles.* 
about two feet in diameter, mat were 
located from ten lo J00 yards from 
the mule the. 

In Idaho that* September, a forcst- 
siTvieo emnimce spotted several persons 

t_ a A- * it i. _ .a it : /v«„. 

m nuweu oi.vh iwm noihing vuwn 
Creek in Blaine County; the next day, 
•cvtral dead cattle were found, but the 
hooded hikers— despite on intensive 
.search — were never found. Then, in 


walked along** fence for about a hs*d 
mile to the road, where presumably ihey 

ivtic pkiicu #wp jwc JnonU5 

marched the entire area, but found no 
further clue*. - ?-*“>■ > 

It was strictly by dunce But HcJetus 
happened to.be fat the vicinhy the fcOo*- 
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A^rJsw* Atk ■ awao 
wii yvwtwi # Mi, ■ aemn 

was driving fits Jeep along U. S. 95 at 
***** 5**0 *.M. when, he chum, IS 
masked people stood across tne tugnwjy 
with .locked arm* and tried to mop bU 

r,r tS, nun M sway, but jtv u|rk of 

terror did not. The Teton Vottey AVne, 
of Drip gs, Idaho, for instance, responded 
, by priming thi* teaming last Halloween: 
"Perenis, pleat^be suM'JtW'k'dddPnrhere 
your chiklren are at sight and especially 
•Halloween night, On Halloween- night. 


drove by and Ncognotd my car. - 
i HedcGus told me. He went to the tr.t 
" where the heifer lay and performed a 
held autopsy; he then prepared e/epsn. 

«T KU jhjlhw tar jig Tijtffy* raunfs 

sheriff. Reading the Heddius report, one 
fends ’that the usual thing* had bee: 

. •% no w*- -* .#4 ■ * • 


were missing; the uterus had been c Jt 
two and was lying on the ground ant K 
Ctethree-mondi-old fetus, which hashes’ 
removed; the tip of the heifer’s kii ' 
abo removed, fust an average mute. 
■••What csusrd.dhe.agtwql det^p^^e; 
heifer? "It w«* a disease of the Closxrii j. 

family," tfedetius told me. "When I c.z 

'with she happening* in our own area, fe the gulopy, it was apparent dal ’the lr 
" to’ have the 'younger* ‘‘dm* was' c.tucrnelylo^ili^d in the arft>. 


would be advkablc 
children h&me before dark and the older t 
ernes home immediately after the football 
game scheduled on that night.” ‘ .* ’ Vs 


an area about the.itza of • baseball." 
•.That night, after the autopsy, Hedelt^* 
bfwhioo that tomeoQe hqd injected a wic. 




* ~w+ / -*a W»ia sv*~ v* —• ** *■- — 

. death. _\Ve go! Ae aaalyvii' back and 'ft- 
r'*j?d.(Kar the edges of tbe.lipi had been 
serrated and pumed." * , . ‘ ' 

Thd mutes begin in- New Metieo in 
"Aunai and lasted until around Thanktgtv- 

* leg; they- (tailed up again in elrly 1976/ 

, In October and November, there were 
' mbtilatiocis in Nehraska'U Missouri the 

mutes began is early October and con- 
tinued in several counties into December 
*1975; Them were about* ten cases re- 
ported in Harney 'County, Oregon, a’t tht 
-end -of ’the summer— jo the region that 
•border* Nevada in the southwestern part ' 
of* the wate. There were a number of 
mutes in Wisconsin In October 1975, one 
of which involved animals belonging to 
Richard Boom, of Eastman. “Boom 
Chink* that the cattle . . . were killed with 
*0 fas greiud£” The U it weaker iokrnnt' 
reported on October 12th. . 

* 'la Wyoming beginning hi Septemb e r, 
there hut that ladious mix of helicopters, 

?)JFOt and a lot of mutilated cattle; there 
• was one modem in Waston County -on 
October 6th, where an SSO-pound Here- 
ford cow was carved up and an area in- 
side Rs left-fear lank apparently shaved 
draft . And theaw In p*e the til 
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to (Ut4 publicly that a mutUfited aniptxl “tty it uatpio-poiored/and I benevr zxf 
had been injected with a toxin or bacteria the bacteria were injected 'into tht he-er' 


was Dr. Robert <HedcKw*,. a veterinary 
medical officer for the U. S. Department^ 

- of Agriculture, who works in Utah. Dr.* 
Hedelitp h-ooc of a.group of about ISO . 
highly trained individual* who serve ns 


,|s one of several' subsequent conven- 
tions with He&tius. 1'asked tfmj 
the warnings 'be repdrtedly had'rert .s_ 
from higher officials after (tit TV irr 
dew.- "{nitiaQy,** he odd, *1 talked.: 


•USQA foreign-aoirtud-disease -dbgnotti- .;reponers; but afterward, you ket ! - 
darn , doctors who play r 'major-port in ' * * 1 “* 
keeping foreign-animal diseases out of the 
United Sutes. Hedeliu,* mutilation care* 
involved a pregnant heifer that was dis- 
eovered just before dawn on S e ptemb er 
50, 1975. two miles outside of Emery, 

‘.'IftiH-in tho middle, pf the state. Law-. 

Anforcement officials suspected that the 
mutilators bad been disturbed in their 
work and had had to spirt precipitously 
.before they were through. 'According to 
• report prepared by the Emery County 
sheriff's office, two "professional treck- 
tn" analyzed the dty failure grass M 
the sit.' am) determined that two ivrsons 
left the scene »nJ Hut they had 


muzzled, both *liy- state jy -frJt:. 
people. I wae told that 1 was not i: r. . 
io any of the news media." 1 then sCm 
him about a _. campaign nippkv: 
launched to discredit him. "Well. 

A week after this (interview) kppr:.-. 
tire elate veterinarian of Utah 
ea klrritinn f- taw hinf my self 5 >.v 
there was a real effort .made to due's/ : 
everything. He said It was tire tare* :: 
predators and that the moure-moc/L-.-. 
tret was negative. The truce that w ere 
u fated (with boaeru taken fries: 
heifer) atifi were well 'and happy." «K.. 
Bus expfaith tiw by noting that the T > 
art 


l * 



* live la tV open air. Throng her sloth 
or a (Mihcnl; borch-up, Hnkljin' tissue 
Simplex were cvpou J lo oxygen by others 
in the (ab and therefore the inoculation 
km Here useless.) 

When I talked to him, Hedcfius stood 
'finnly behind .his findings. “I’m sure 
that * hoover did ttus, shot the animal 
.. with a dart pm, and that he used cither 
a culture of tho bacteria or a dot? of 
. the toxin produced by the bacteria." 

- • ... ."Do* you think," I asked, "that there's 
' aome'sort of research going on?" 

• ’ "Yeah, I think so. And jini why it’s 
•being done h the question." 

* Hedctnn.made Irtiny ssfiebt'bbserva** 

eiorn relative to live ckse*. For instance",' 
•■hen asked how easy jt would be to 
.. obtain these bacteria or toxins, he re- 
plied: “It’s very city. There are perhaps 
* ‘tl couple of hundred biological-supply 


animals as Instant bacteria or 
farmv {leading S/ IHersh's scary book on 
chemical and biobpd snutT, one en- 
counters something the U.S. developed 
called mortality-enhancing factors 
(known, naturally, its MEFsj; these agents 
•are added to ordinairy biological* so as Mi 
greatly speed op I Sc kin time of a ditntt 
Perhaps the mutant are using MEFs M> 
produce quick death, or a ,JL± rush of 
production of something they want le> 
collect. One researcher. In fact, does 
Claim that the mutilators have got their 
disease death time down to IS quautes.^ 
There afe al>o reports that the gtaisdi 
that are removed (rum the animats, as 


may not died or imrd*them-Hnea « 
the event of a highway accident. If there 
Is a wreck, only G overnment people mis 
examine the wreckage. Therefore, seals!; 
Government or military cqidpmcnt— rail- 
way cars or Uud»-ctn travel in iks; 
secrecy anywhere In the United States. 

. Eriahne h skeptical about what w a 
* occur when* some mutilator Is aciuiP- 
caught carving a Hereford in tome 
county. "1 think the Only person *h: 
can break something like this." Friasre 
say*. "Is spqvonc with knowledge of the 
affairs Of a large organization and of hcis 
It produces* its particular Vl*t of ep.*n<- 


might take, in order to check th- 
of chemical or biohtgical agents. 


spread 


MOW TO aaiEAK THE CASE 


to do It If he dot’s catch a guy, or t- : - 
guys, the culprit's background k foisg ? 
to be covered as fair ns pnwthle! And <* : - 


- if*. Z- tu, by various plate- eatllle anoriaiions, gov- * mentioned to Eranne, as 1 bid k 

- - •* \ Acruri >va«nbody who hat .tenon, newspapers, etc. Private invest*- investigator*,, the obvious weir£>* 

*•* "* - * basic eautse lia bacteriology -couM g^ ot Erfa,** n*^,**^ w Jiat hood-pf the mujiei-v-that, vfutner tV’* 

* doixir.n«ihateemplie.t«d.- “me £ k. S'ZS impeccable sci^ilfic os security 7 

* * . ** * ho4c *** ■‘fbt Or iaathitw Arid: Analyst the mutiU’*:'. ■* imponded, tw* fa goat know * ^ - 

* t *2" *— *[' ^ in u.ilrr » Li* them. -| *• ««o«d or rhl ( d eftwWi aThigfc Cr~> 

T J* **"*. *» • complete M-» +,**. thr>’*t nude nviuLw nf!>Wng */■ •nwncntkdJWg* *-', . . ; 

-e*r*-v'-^wf P****4V pMri or fume. (the ^ *,***;. j* uM * ***• » «»*•* 

. . • atontacM U ihj hei/tr he auiop-wJ. He „*,• trUcm m iy 3 te cover -vp and * tb* cheinfcat'hiteriM 

. . speculates Out. for ixvne reason, U»e mp- on ti« rieht isaad."’ ment, that that scene lends to, »».* 

.* • * tilalArv «M«v knuo ntorlliaml (1 m nunM ’ M » . I. . * ‘woftnla «r*>aitl Is -■ — * louliUfw aAUwti 


’ just about n (Rah. as it could be." . 

* ‘ ’"lfow ’soon «fkf\Sui'a‘does tr deceased’ 

* ’ *• animal stap bMaiiogF * 

. - ;*SQh, just about immediately," Hcdclius 
* ‘ - " " aaicJ.."ifsvi;iiDy in the case of aiumi- 


. panics: even rcquhiitton or order form* 
.held ctuey is to the nature of the enter- 
prise involved. In the mutilation ease, 
Erianne points oat, one could check hcH- 
copter-fuel delivery; systems, and repairs 
ordered for supply vehicles*; one eodid 


•• . i»nt amutak like » cow, Cows always ^ [ or un uuul sans, perhaps with Fad- * whoever the/ are. they’re 

- - . fctvo a certain amofint. bf'pj.’ Btd*%hcn Uah aflJscd, «*«*. may- -appear to \^ratmg^|^»ply T >mI *7 
. ”1 orvneJ this tninol up, the htlcstinal have feeolen down the tide of the road. * « ot S***9- Helntotter-fuel O 


I ofvncJ this axMeal up, the hucstinal 
track and the nunen were absolutely 
’ empty and completely devoid of gas. I 
haJ never wen anything Eke it. Even when 
• cow h sturgbured at a packing plant. 


..there’s a certain amount of gw present, afcot loading device, enabling the eopieti ■» mwies osay-weu oe oesenmne. 
Immcdiaidy aflerbarl'And ao I can mdy * go* te swung In ^ dut- V tte van.- 1 ' Uke advXnUge.of dK^pp^ we;^- 


have broken down by the side of the road. * 
* Jt turns out that the way that dying: 
services transport helicopters — for oil* 
fi-m work, for examp l e i s to carry them 
In big vans; these vehicles have a sling* 


Is not the work of floppy outer-spir: 
Eowcry bums, maybe in IVlOtbpe * 
patriots orated wi«h over Ninon's tsr 
and began to figure out ways to errra 
their activiuex. • \ 

•Whoesfr the/ arc. they’re deSsV' 
jOperatmg^pemhyly—jiid w?ch.a *<: -• 
of urgency. Helicopter-fuel Costl tin 
must be up there in ait figures; fat U-*' 
for insunee, the rental on the cc--"- 
from which coyotes and predators i’t 
shot Is $125 ah ihour. As for sni”.~ ' 


fit* muries’may.tvdl be detannkic- 


icunjeoure that, wtb this research, per- 
haps there’s a fink more to h. Maybe 
‘they are, in fact, aMirSzing the rumen, ao 
' (hat lb'* gates are not produced." 

- It’s enough to boggle the mind. of. a 
‘yew ’inquirin? poet like me.' Perhaps 
they are u»*ng the Irving systena of tho* 


Eriamte points out that the Government, 
or a rogue unit within k,' could easily' 
move vans, helicopters and supply equip- 
ment throughout mutilation country,, 
There h, he refalcs, a .certain type of seal! 
'that is affixed to Government vehicles m* 
order teal iucul u»w ■OMmu aima i u -» i. il i> 


in the Executive. Branch at Ait time. 

•ut there's always hwMr wait r; r 
destroy them. The dd Greek phi :.r.- 
oaoo of httbrlr. over wee n i ng end t* ’* 


gant and catelest jprwVe of ciwduct. »*'«-* 
bill cause Ate Mimics ie make * 


broking ttu ?. Th-C?! * * 

. A 



& V: 


Ml 


i • a i . jim 

l mKeatowus 






m 


.&>£ 


>*r .-’V -' j 


0*L< :^..ir ' 7 T^\ 




« 5 - 


w-t 


-.1. vv 


■Nf 


«4? J 


■\ 


V 




•3*. 




•/..' I '» ‘ yv 






***** 


* : <■ ! ' *- 


•<*»# 


\ ✓ 




w- 




A 


t v: 


-,.K 

x^V> 


/»t: 


^r 


< *V» ■*■ * Hr , 'J ^7 


'jfl 


■td.f - k » j '. y 




«v>- 

j»:» f.» 


\ ' ■ i*’ 
•i , i 


fefcsJMs 


UM tpnCMip. ' 

' *TSar# haw hfinn themrrli 
of Itiooo * umihUm ootoody 
knowt oboul* Tho wo 

with super power*. r Wt dad uauaUy ( ri ghlwd ttdee th, M ht 
tfcqw eercaaae* are telacilftad wM ? ", 

up (off the ground) anj.lpter *Tbay don't auy anything 
they leave clamp mark* *q the about U beoaua* they know it* 

lean f| ll alii* navy hnaH ftwkaa^ kalaa J^aaim W ■ m «>m>lm * iWa 


*<••*» 'r Cl 


J, 






k'v»i |M nuiun wcr jin 

cglllllillctl 1 7K million kuaart* mitu urea gtrctchinB froyn Tpnn mm* tn (\rmann ain/ui Hw 

mutilations begun around 1870, The 1 j| iplUJoa. square n4#t to morn Um I UlWtfUjie 


. ,-k 


Upmml United luiai' 

- JZSSSLS 





a v maat m 

. -V »V">*ww# ph» iwiiiiiib wnn *■■!■«■ avweii MPii 

th* AjwUe i? wpwtodtod i^aneynaaMs aire frobg lifted 
«r*Wr ufa! state ud tooalla* up faff the greapd).ajid,8eWr 


( y* wforuqiep efOflWeltoVnfaMn 
unable to owim up with loads ea 
— to 


Mr 


ry 

• jj 1 *T# data, ilw mutilation* 

• V heve been at mysterious i 
S LlheyVo bun grisly,*' ha ufa. 

rtwee id 
UUlbuJ 
W become involved U 


v. raav'w bun §rt»lv." b 
I Jua«K» !>®pnrtJ 

S-^tterWd ib* FBI effloe 
i .MWtr become tew 
'Teeeetlgntton el 
i "crimes oe tbs bub that mini 

'4;V 'll ew attach* h*ve occurred 
’'•■aa animals at lha Jlcartlla 
Zffo Buwrvmtoe.h Duke, 

V "Any place we'vr bad a 
. . mutifaiUofv we gave also bad 
. UFO sightings." reported Cube 
f lft Pld— ■ n veteran New- Muko 


»r- 


any otbac luv 

lUlia f « 

V*.a*TU>u tw 


«*•»*< 


"Ttwy - don't u/ anything 


v. ■ •* > 


teleeu damp marks M the] about It faouause 0 m know leTsL laid jltckard JUgltmua* • 




><■,11 Is mUo very hard (try*# 
to believa that a predator oaa 
taka the ta mrya uj d «■ animal 

through a amnjFvound ie tba 


being 


Irter people.’ 



■»•' they { Bou lder, Ode., psyatwkrist bed I 

Tiii.WrfyMirtoirrie i, i l ii 



• Dr. Haarv Ifnalalth. an mil- . 
pee r in g pfcygfatai*nt SandW 
Ubmlodu yrhleh MmBm *a- 
cret govsnun#)* projects, re- 
vealed ttkkl Indian* are no ter- 
rifled by the mutilation*, they 
bury Uw carensseo Immediate- 
ly end «re reluctant to dlacuka 
what happened. Even Uwtr dogr 
return to go near the carcasses. 

Dr. MonteUh, who hat been 
investigating the attack* since 
they began. Mid Indians have 
told him of actually seeing 
spaceships land and untpadi 
lf star people” who chase down 1 
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Enclosed for the Albuquerque Division Is a * package 
containing numerous documents from the Department of Justice 
concerning captioned matter. It Is forwarded for the 
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January 10, 1979 






Honorable Harrison II. Schm itt 
United States Senate 

1251 DSOC .. 

Washington, D.C. 2^010 

\ 

Dear Senator Schmitt: 

As I told you over the telephone yesterday, I 
hava asked Philip Ileymann, head of the Criminal Division, 
to look into our jurisdiction over the cattle mutilation 
problem with which you are concerned. We will be in 
touch with you at an early date. 

I must say that the materials sent me indicate the 
existence of one of the strangest phenomenons in my 
memory. 

Warn regards. 


Sincerely, 


Griffin B. Bell 




bcc: w/materials to Terry Adamson 

Ray Calamaro 

./Phil 


Heymann - please have someone look into 

this matter at an early date. 
Sen. Schmitt is our fre^nd and 
there have been about 60 


mutilations in New^Mexico in 

recent months. 




HARr?l50:j SCHMITT 
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COMMITTEE CM COMMERCE. 
SCIENCE. AND TRANSPORTATION 


CSMMITTCCON BANKING. 
HOOilMO. AND URBAN AFFAIRS 


QjCnUcb ,-Sfcrfes J^ycnalc 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 


select committee ON ETHICS 


December 21, 1978 
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The Honorable Griffin B, Bell 

Attorney General 

Department of Justice 

10th and Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 


r\T-rM-n /r*r\ 


KC.OUVCU 




c 

Cl- 



Ou ring the past S6VSJT9.1 ycdjrs / ranchers throughout the W—st 
including my home state of Kew Mexico, have been victimized 
by a series of cattle mutilations. As a result, these ranchers 
have as a group and individually suffered serious economic 
losses. 


These mysterious killings have been the subject of at least 
two articles in national publications, copies of which are 
enclosed. Mr. Cockburn's article in the December 1975 issue 
of Esquire states that there had been a federal investigation 
into this matter, but it was dropped. Mr. Cockburn implies 
the investigation may have been terminated because cattle 
mutilation per se is not a federal offense. 


While an individual cattle mutilation may not be a federal 
offense, I am very concerned at what appears to be a continued 
pattern of an organized interstate criminal activity. Therefore, 
I am requesting that the Justice Department re-examine its 
jurisdiction in this area with respect to the possible reopening 
of this investigation. 


Enclosed are copies of my files on this subject. While awaiting 
what will hopefully be a favorable reply, 1 shall continue to 
gather materials that could be of help in such an investigation. 
If you need further information in studying this matter, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 


Sincerely, 



Harrison Schmitt 



23: DEC 23 


HS: jri 
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NEW MEXICO STAVE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 



subject CORRESPONDENCE - SENATOR SCHMITT 
(LIVESTOCK MUTILATIONS ) 


* . date JULY 18, 197f 


FROM 

TO 


MARTIN E. VIGIL, DIRECTOR 

CAPTAIN CHARLIE P. ANAYA 
New Mexico State Police . 

Espanola, New Mexico 

Dear Captain: 

V?e are in receipt of correspondence from the Honorable 1 ' 
Harrison Schmitt, State Senator, and Mr. Manuel S. Gomez, 
Dulce, New Mexico regarding livestock mutilations in 
Rio Arriba County for the past two years. 


ATTENTtON OF ^ 

MAJOR M. s.' CHAV£2 

w 

c 


Kindly instruct Officer Gabe Valdez to submit copies of 
all his reports concerning this matter to this office, 

in order that we may forward them to Senator Schmitt’s 
office. 



Very truly yours. 


MARTIN E. VIGIL, DIRECTOR 



State Police Division 
Criminal Justice Department 

cc: File 

The Honora ble Harri son Schmitt, State Sen ator 
MEV/WJB/cl 

■ ./ ' 

ATTACHMENTS: 


ENCLOSURE FOR LETTER DATED AUGUST 16 , 1978, TO HR. MANUEL- S '. GOMEZ 


< 



fcliittct) States Dtpartmtnt of justice 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 




January 3, 1978 


TO: Criminal Division 


On December 29, 1978, John Ryan, 
Schmitt's administrative assistant, 
called OLA re^ardincj the status of 
this matter. OLA only received this 
correspondence yesterday but we have 
learned that the Senator has personally 
discussed this matter with the Attorney 
General. The AG agreed to have someone 
in the Criminal Division look into this 
matter to determine whether or not 
there is any statutory basis for 
federal intervention. 


v 




Exciting, innovative design. 
Eagle '76 is genuine pewter; 
design allows for flexible 
adjustment to fit any wrist 
size. Only $15.95. 


Cochran Company 
4558 Coldwater Canyon Avenue 
Studio City, California 91604 

Please send me Eagle "76 at SI 5.95 

plus 509 for postage end handling! My ] 
| full payment is enclosed (make check [ 

payable to Cochran). * 

I Name ___ ; 

j Address I 

I City __ J 

I Stale Zin > 

j California residents add 6% sales tax. j 
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Rippers of the range 


Mnjs so often happens with 
crime, it’s a question of 
viewpoint, really. Given 
.JiL rate of human slaugh- 

ul fiSa ter in any large American 
dty, it might not seem too important 
that between April and September of 
this year 129 cattle were mutilated in 
the state of Colorado. As a matter of 
fact, in 1974, there were about 3,750.- 
000 cattle grazing in Colorado and 
around 37,000 of these died of natu- 
ral causes, so we are not talking 
about an event of prime importance 
to the ranching business. 

But no rancher in Colorado is tak- 
ing this comfortable view of the mat- 
ter. What the ranchers dislike is the 
idea of driving across their pastures 
and finding, as one did last August, 
a dead bull with its penis, rectum, 
testicles, tongue and an eye excised 
with surgical deftness and absolutely 
no trace visible of the surgeon or 
surgeons involved. 

Over the past couple of years, hun- 
dreds of such mutilation. • have oc- 
curred in Colorado, Minnesota, Ne- 
braska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Wyoming, 
South Dakota', Montana, New Mexico 
and Texas. In fact, if you follow this 
kind of thing, you may have noticed 
the odd item in the newspapers about 
the cattle-cutting craze. I'd seen such 
items myself but not taken too much 
of an interest till my good friend Ed 
Sanders told me last fall that some 
anonymous person in Sacramento 
had sent him a cow’s tongue in the 
mail. Now, Sanders is the author of 
The Family, a fine and eerie book 
about the Manson group. Like my- 
self, he had taken only a passing In- 
terest in cattle mutilations. The ar- 
rival in June of what he likes to call 
the lingua bovina ezeisa, packed in a 
shoe box, at the office of his literary 
agent escalated his attention remark- 
ably. In June, you may remember, 
Sacramento was rendered the more 
colorful by two young Mansonian 
ladies called Squeaky Fromme and 
Sandra Good strolling about in their 
red robes. 

Back in 1970, when Sanders was 
compiling material about the Manson 
group, ritual murders, and other di- 
verting practices in California, he’d 
examined the case of a ritual de- 


capitation of a goat in Topanga Can- 
yon. Five years later the question 
seemed to be whether excised animal 
parts had, so to speak, become part 
of the currency of satanic groups; 
whether a sliced cow’s tongue was 
now an essential part of the ritual- 
ist’s working equipment 
So far, after some investigation, 
Sanders has found nothing to con- 
nect the tongue from Sacramento 
with the mutilations in the Midwest 
But he did, in the course of a drive 
across the country, find himself stand- 
ing in the office of the sheriff of 
Elbert County, Colorado, looking at a 
Polaroid photograph. It showed a 
cow with its udder bag and rectum 
removed. The cow had been pregnant 
and the photograph also showed a 



long, thin, unborn calf’s neck and 
head, which the mutilators had cut 
and pulled out of its mother's uterus. 
The calf's tongue had been cut out 
As Sanders later remarked to me, he 
could understand why the ranchers 
were getting upset 

The mutilation case histories make 
for depressing reading. In Minne- 
sota, in the fall of 1974, a young cow 
was found dead with its sexual or- 
gans, one ear and the udder removed. 
The incision to remove the udder was 
made in the form of a diamond. The 
previous spring, the mutilation mob 
had turned up in Nebraska. Among 
its victims, a calf with its sex or- 
gans removed and its body drained of 
blood. On we go to Oklahoma to find 
reports of a Hereford cow killed by 
strangulation or a blow on the neck. 










. and with the tip of its nose, its 
tongue, left ear, udder and vagina all 
removed with a knife. And on and 
on. from Texas to Colorado to Mon- 
tana. Behind them the mutilators al- 
***»*•« /'/in n tv cTiertfTft and vet- 

i* + o ivo * v %r-w **++ 

erinarians saying they have never 
seen anything like it before, and local 
authorities on black ritual discours- 
ing on the importance of always 
using fresh warm blood, if drinking 
the stuff is called for. 

A survey of newsclips and other 
literature on cattle mutilation seems 
to indicate that the whole business 
started with the mysterious death of 
Snippy. Snippy was a horse whose 
mutilated body was found on a ranch 
near Alamosa, Colorado, eight years 
ago. Snippy's throat had been cut and 
flesh from the head and neck re- 
moved. Also removed were Snippy’s 
brain and stomach. Snippy's owner 
was convinced that his horse had 
been “zapped by a flying saucer.” 
Snippy’s bones may still be viewed in 
the museum at Adams State College 
in Alamosa. 

U.F.O.’s are still being blamed for 
the cattle mutilations. Some students 


of the craze simply see no other ex- 
planation. Carl Whiteside, of the 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation, 
evidently felt it necessary to contest 
this hypothesis, since he told me seri- 
ously, "We do not feel these people 
have any magical quality that puts 
them in the realm of the supernatural 
or some alien planet civilization.” 

The occupants of U.F.O.’s have not 
so far appeared to refute slanderous 
allegations about their attitude 
toward terrestrial livestock. People 
associated with occult groups, on the 
other hand, have been vehemently 
trying to distance themselves from 
the unknown slicers. Back at the 
start of the year, after twenty-three 
mutilations in Texas, a self-professed 
witch in Dallas told a local reporter 
she thought they were the work of 
“a satanist group from Fort Worth." 
These Texas cattle had been drained 
of their blood, which the witch 
thought was consonant with satanic 
addiction to biood. "They give. witch- 
craft a bad name,” she added. 

A writer in Gnostica was even 
more alarmed. “Despite the obvious 
illogicality of it,” said Isaac Bone- 
wits. a former member of the Church 
of Satan, “the favorite theory right . 
now among state and federal investi- 
gators is that occultists of some sort 
are involved. This of course is sheer 
scapegoating, since only a rank ama- 


teur wouia oeueve u possime to get 
usable psychic energy out of such 
mutilations, and a rank amateur 
would not be able to (a) levitate so 

*•« nr /)■»***? 


without leaving evidence of a pump- 
ing machine, (c) make the neat ‘sur- 
gical* incisions that were used to re- 
move organs and extremities, or (d) 
teleport so as to be able to perform 
two such operations on the same 
night, hundreds of miles apart.” 

It would be interesting to know 
what Bonewits would consider the 
talents of a professional; but he was 
right in thinking that at one point 
federal and state investigators did 
think that occultists were involved. 
For a time, indeed, they thought a 
solution to the great mutilation wave 
was at hand. 

Early [n IQ74, a student at Kil^ors 
Junior Coltege in Texas wrote a 
paper on “The Sons of Satan,” which 
contained detailed descriptions of 
how this group would mutilate cattle 
between midnight and sunrise. The 
ritual would be completed just as 
sunlight 'started to filter down on the 
animal through the branches of a 
tree. (In the absence of trees, the 
adepts would hold a branch over the 
beast and proceed as usual with this 
substitute.) 

The teacher at Kilgore Junior Col-"” 
lege was sufficiently revolted by the 
theme’s details to destroy it forth- 
with. The student said Vie had heard 
the story from a friend familiar with 
the satanists. An English professor 
from Pennsylvania told John Makeig 
of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
that he was familiar with the Sons 
of Satan group, had some of its mem- 
bers in his class, and had seen “some 
girls who’d cut off their fingers and 
pieces of their ears and things like 
that” Their "primary thrill,” he 
added, was to eat their own flesh. 

Aii this information was passed on 
to Don Flickinger, an Alcohol, To- 
bacco and Firearms agent in Minne- 
apolis. Early this year Flickinger be- 
came the main federal investigator 
of the mutilation phenomenon, for 
somewhat bizarre reasons. Cattle 


mutilation is not, as a spokesman in 
the Justice Department stiffly in- 
formed me, a federal offense. Flick- 
inger became involved because three 
prisoners in federal institutions sud- 
denly wrote to various 

— rf — " uubllVUmn 

announcing that not only did they 
know the satanic cult practicing the 
mutilations, but that this same group 
had compiled a “death list” of in- 
tended assassination victims. Among 
the alleged targets were Senator Hu- 
bert Humphrey and a federal judge 
in Minneapolis. \ 

The U.S. attorney in Minneapolis, 
Robert Renner, put A.T.F.’a Flick- 
inger on the case because, as he put 
it to me, “We thought it was the only 
agency freewheeling enough really to 
do something.” The informants con- 
tinued to pour out their stories: a 
small city near the Gulf Coast would 
have its water deliberately poisoned; 
two people in another Texas town 
would suffer dismemberment in the 
near future. Just enough of the in- 
formants* stories checked out to cause 
Flickinger and investigators In sev- 
eral states to continue the hunt for 
the allegedly . four-hundred-strong 
band of rich cattle-mutilating satan- 
ists. Reputed leaders of the group in 
Teyas were polygraphed. All survived 
such examinations. One of the claims 
was that the group was escalating 
from animal to human mutilations 
and police earnestly scanned all cases 
of ritualistic murders that occurred. 
Flickinger himself was threatened 
and his door daubed with blood. 

Sometime in the summer of this 
year the federal investigation came 
to an abrupt end. All that a person 
in the Justice Department associated 
with the case wouia tell me was, “We 
were looking into alleged threats to 
elected officials from the same type 
of people involved in cattle mutila- 
tions and we were unable to come up 
with anything at all.” This was not 
particularly illuminating, but John 


WIDOW PRICE 

Oscar Price died with a hunk of steak in hu throat, 
dining among friends at Top of 21, a restaurant \ 
for people on top of it alL His friends thought 
him laughing, then mildly miffed, red-faced 
at his wife, who salted her potato and missed his going. 

Where she lives now (on top of a hill), 
she wonders about choking. This is on days 
when rocks shift place and daisies are spinetess 
with west wind at their backs. She watches birds, 
how flycatckers take food and are gone. 

It is frightening; alt this shifting and bending 
and flying. The thing about choking, too. 

She misses Oscar, she says. 




Makeig at the Fort Worth Slar-Tcle- 
gram had also been receiving letters 
from two of the informants — con- 
victed armed robbers in the Marion 
federal prison — and was able to con- 
clude that the federal investigators 
had become convinced that the in- 
formants were putting out a lot of. 
bogus information in an attempt to 
get moved to prisons from which it 
would be easier for them to escape. 
This view was strengthened by the 
fact that all three informants had in- 
deed made escape attempts. 

Thus ended federal involvement in 
the investigation of cattle mutila- 
tions and thus also ended the last 
convincing series of leads anyone has 
yet come up with. * 

What are we left with? In the hun- 
dreds of cases of cattle mutilations, 
no one has ever been seen at or near 
the scene of the crime. No trace of 
the perpetrators — footprints, car 
tracks or even evidence of the use of 
helicopters — has ever been detected. 
Many ranchers believe that heli- 
copters have been used, partly be- 
cause a large number of sightings of 
unidentified helicopters have been re- 
ported, partly because it seems this 
is the only form of transport allow- 
ing easy access to remote rangeland. 
Some investigators believe that such 
furtive use of helicopters would ex- 


plain the large number of U.F.O. 
sightings in the affected states. 

Cynics say that small predators 
are responsible for many of the al- 
leged mutilations. This may some- 
times be the case, but Carl White- 
aide, the Colorado Bureau of Investi- 
gation officer, told me that out of all 
the dead animals sent to the veteri- 
nary school at Colorado State Uni- 
versity six were fresh enough to be 
amenable to autopsy. One had been 
the victim of a predator, five had 
definitely been mutilated by humans. 
In all cases, he added, the animals 
had died of natural causes and the . 
mutilations had occurred post-mor- 
tem, which he said produced curious 
questions: “Are the cattle being 
killed and mutilated by the same peo- 
ple, or do the mutilators come upon 
them and do the cutting?” 

Out of all the investigations only 
one clue has emerged. In the late 
summer a Colorado rancher found a 
blue plastic valise on his land. In it 
were a cow's tongue, an ear and a 
scalpel. 

The day I spoke with Whiteside he 
had just returned from a meeting of 
three hundred ranchers in Kiowa. 
Elbert County. Elbert County suf- 
fered sixty-three cases of mutilation 
over the summer. Whiteside said the 
ranchers “were literally up in 


arms The thing that’ 

and frightening to them is 
body can get onto their n 
actually cut up an animal 
no trace. What we’re afraid 
we are going to have a ho 
our hands, A person runs 0 
wanders onto a ranch and 
thing you know these peopl 
spooked become involved i 
der." 

So be careful about road s' 
time you drive around the i 
states. Ed Sanders, who is a 
an, told me that one of the i 
driving around mutilation 
was seeing trucks trundling 
to orthodox slaughter. You 
steak for a lifetime and stil. 
tated over the fate of one 
whose organs have been slice 
unknown cow molesters. lt‘i 
ironic tension between homi 
tistics versus humdrum deal 
roads. As I said at the stai 
question of viewpoint. Crim 
what you care to see. 

- And how to solve the ca 
jolly A=T,F, official told me 
swer is “to get two guys dr 
as a bull with specially large 
etand them on the range ar 
It could work, I suppose, bul 
see that the investigators ar< 
desperate. 4ft 


The Sportables' are seven brand-new black and while television sets from rfiyWk i 

KCA-featuring two models with battery packs built right into their bases. Pull the R-3 Lfr «« L 
otug on either AC'DC model and you'll still get up to (our hour's of great viewing. Its v?4k H* jyS /v! 
An advanced VHF tuner helps keep the picture clear almost everywhere it goes. . “* ~ r» w r- mc 

See the entire RCA line, including the smart, new. indoor "Sportables" (AC only) Solid StateTV 
with the same great picture and sound. Now showing at your RCA Dealer. 
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imnl of tlicm adopted a wail ^-j-sre 
attitude. And some of the Stateside f«|ii- 
tives liail grown downright paranoid af- 
ter years on the lam. "How do I know 
they won't lock me up and put me back 
in llte Army?" asked a diehard deserter 
in New York. 

When the Clemency Doard— headed 
by an outspoken critic of the war, for- 
mer New York Sen. Charles Coodell— 
In-gins its work, some of ihe resistors’ 
fears may be eased. Coodclls dovish 
views will be bolstered by those of other 
board members, including National Ur- 
ban League director Vernon E. Jordan 
mid the Hcv. Theodore Hesburgh, pres- 
ident of Notre Dame and a former head 
of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. 

Inc panelists clearly have 
some very difficult problems . . 

ahead— weighing, for example, 
time served in jail against time ' 
owed 'for alternate service, or 
battle honors against time spent 
AWOL. And the board con- 
tained some hawkish members ' / 
who might oppose leniency, in- . . , 

eluding retired Marine Corps. I . 
Cen. Lewis Walt and Janies L — * J 
Mayo, executive director of t'"*1 / 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, fv | '■ 
Still, the Ford plan had the vir- y Axfl 
tue of all compromises. Said j iy 1 
Hesburgh; "As long as Nixon [ 1 • 
was in, these guys could rot as 
far as he was concerned. It's > «■ f 

the difference between no i —. ,t I 
chance and some chance.” I . ;i I 


MVSTEniES: w 

The Midnight Marauder 

Each day, just before dusk, ranchers 
and farmhands pile into pickup trucks 
and fan out across the rolling prairie of 
northeastern Nebraska. They park mostly 
on ridges or hilltops, where they can 
scan the pastures and the narrow roads 
that wind through them. With rides and 
shotguns leaning against their trucks, the 
men watch nervously, smoking cigarettes 
and talking with each other over a net- 
work of citizen ’s-band radios. Some of 
the men will stand guard all night, yet 
none of them really knows what he is 
looking for. “I’ve never seen anything 
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Blazing Saddles 
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It didn’t look like much of a ' . ... . - .a 

border crossing. The sign by the I MlT -il ,, 

side of the road merely dc- . ' Tri 5 \ \ 

mamled a 10-cent toll from pass- y; ; ; ■ . 1 \ s O 

ing motorists, most of whom *• ‘f 1 I\~.\ 

ilitli/l pvnt dnn. UnJ t\ir* mtli- ■ I *■’*'*-' \ *1 ' • 


tant Kootenai Indians manning L 
the roadside picket lines outside 
Bonners Ferry, Idaho, weren’t 
kidding. After years of frustra- 
tion trying to dcat with Washington, the 
07 mciuliers of the Kootenai tribe finally 
lost patience last week and declared war 
on the United States— by registered mail. 

Their challenge .was delivered in a 
letter to President Ford demanding a 
128.000-acre reservation, phis os much 

— Cl O tnillifm (nr • -•l—l 

tia vo.h fMtiiivn ivi imum iumu tnc tvi »*— 

men! had paid for in 1062 at the rate of 
3(> cents an acre. To back it up, they 
threatened to lax white homeowners 
and businesses squatting on their ancient 
tribal lands. Idaho’s Cov. Cecil Andrus 
sent in 60 lawmen to keep the highways 
clear, hut tensions soon eased. The Bu- 
reau nf Indian Affairs invited tribal lead- 
ers to tiegin negotiations, and the citi- 
zens of Bonners Ferry relaxed. “The 
Indians have told ns that they don’t want 
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know it's tough for 07 people to get a re- 
action from Washington, D.C." 
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'Warpath': Tribesman soliciting tolls 


like this," says State. Sen. Jules Bnr- 
bacb, who has represented Knox County 
for eighteen years. “Folks are almost 
hysterical." 

Since last May, more than 100 cattle 
have been found dead and gniesomely 
mutilated in Nebraska, Kansas and Iowa. 

Qn jnjirt StindCaM^m'S fnrrn An fe j 

Madison, Neb., a cow was killed with a 
blunt instrument last June and her udder 
and sexual organs were cut off. When a 
veterinarian examined the corpse, be 
found that all of the animals blood had 
been drained. On the nearby ranch of 
Vcm StringRcld. a month-old bull calf 
was clubbed to death. Its blood was 
drained oil, too. and someone cut a 
hole in the coifs side, removing the 
intestines oud coiling them neatly next 

l #< l 1 u > I > wr 1 
itr ***v uvau. 

Rumor and anxiety have produced a 
host of unproved dowries to explain the 
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bizarre events. Many people. noting that 
sennr of the victims were black, **ig<;«->t 
that di-voters of witchcraft may have 
dime the foul deeds. ”lt timid be some- 
one setting up a fertility cult of some 
kind, says Richard Thill, a Ccrman- 
xtudies professor at the University nf 
Nebraska who leaches ntmeredit witch- 
craft courses, "or it timid be someone 
putting you on. If they are putting you 
on, they are pretty sick.” A few residents 
report sighting strange creatures re- 
sembling bears and gorillas, and at least 
one fanner claims that a shiny UFO 
landed in a field where a slaughtered 
animal was later found. 

Rustlers: Still others think the killings 
may be the work of marijuana smug- 
glers, who supposedly use searchlight- 
equipped helicopters to harvest the wild 
stands of pot known to grow in Ne- 
braska. A helicopter often has been seen 
hovering over the range around the time 
of a mutilation, and some ranchers swear 
they have heeu chased down lonely 
roads by choppers. Helicopters are also 
said to have been used in cattle rustling, 
and some stockmen think the rustlers 
may be collecting blood and organs as 
lures for cattle grazing oil the open 
range this fall. 

As the tension mounted, law-enforce- 
ment olTicials held statewide conferences 
to sift the accounts and to calm the rifle- 
luting cattlemen. They organized a posse 
for a fruitless search of the area. The; plot 
thickened when autopsies were conduct- 
ed on some of the dead animals. The 
doc tors reported that most of the animals 
bad died of natural causes, such as bac- 
terial infectious and kidney disease, nr 
from swallowing oil that had been 
dropped on the range. Afterward, the 
medical reports concluded, the car- 
casses were chewed by predator coy- 
otes. wolves, buzzards, eagles or even 
magpies. 

Cuts: The explanation doesn't suit ev- 
i'rynnP. **\Vhy uf* nr>Uc0 this 50rt of 
thing in other years?** ask$ one skeptic. 
"The predators are not wolves," insist; 
Senator Burhach. "They are a sentido- 
mcsticatcd, two-legged animal called 
man." Noting that many of (he cuts 
seemed to have been done with a Made, 
Corden Cnitier, an organizer of the pa- 
trols, remarked: “I've vet to sec a coyote 
who can chew a straight edge." 

Some officials are beginning to worry 
tliat the real danger is not some ghostly 

lllil/JtAe l«i.l lltn fc i n .v’vttT.nln# 
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themselves. After two slugs pierced the 
canopy of a utility-company helicopter 
checking power lints, the Nebraska Na- 
tional Guard ordered its helicopter pilots 
to emsse cross-country at higher altitudes 
than usual— generally 2,000 feet instead 
of 1,000— to avoid being fired upon by 
frightened ranch hands. “I would hale 
to think what would happen," a Guard 
spokesman told Newswv:i:k’s William 
Schmidt, “if one of our pilots was forced 

i _ i .1 . - I : > 0—1 -.1 - 
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pasture at night. Someone might get 
killed* 
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